
Former Donald Tmmp piesideritial campaign foreign policy adviser George Rapadopoulos^ who triggered the Russia investigation, and who pleaded guilty to one 
count of making folse statements to the FBI, leaves federal court alter he was sentenced to fourteen days in prison, Friday, Sept 7,2018, in Vi/hshington. 

Associated Press 


By CHAD DAY 
Associated ness 
VUASHING1DN (AF^ — 

George Papadopoulos, 
the Trump campaign ad- 


viserwho triggered the Rus¬ 
sia investigation, was sen¬ 
tenced to 14 days in prison 
Friday by a judge who said 
he had piaced his own in¬ 


terests above those of the 
country. 

Papadopouios, the first 
campaign aide sentenced 
in speciai counsei Rob¬ 


ert Mueiier's ongoing in¬ 
vestigation, said he was 
"deepiy embarrassed and 
ashamed" for having iied 
to FBI agents during an in¬ 


terview last year and ac¬ 
knowledged that his ac¬ 
tions could have hindered 
their work. 

Continued on Rage 3 



RENAISSANCE MALL, WHERE 


ARE ALWAYS IN VOGUE 


LOUIS vurrrOM ! cocci dolce & oabgana 

ROLfX PRADA , CARTIER [ MICHAEL KOfiS 
CAROUr^JA HERRERA | KATE SPADE RALPH LAUREN 

Open MD^^days ihrou^h SBlurd^ 10arm ^ 7pm 
LG., Smith Qlvd 8^, Ofvijntad 

RMAf&UAC4nulBMdrrud(e1|^lB» | £3 tanaii-iMeAmBftBrulM 


R 

ReNAlSSANCr 









































SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 


m? FRONT 



Senate concludesKavanaugh hearing; confitmation likely 


Rom left Monica Masbel, John Dean, and Raul Clement; aie sworn in belbie the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee during the final stage of the confirmation hearing for Resident Donaid Trump's 
Supreme Court nominee, Brett Kavanaugh, on CapHoi hiii in Washington, Riday, Sept 7,2018. 

Associated Press 


By J ESaCA GRESKD 
Associated Ress 
VUASHING1DN (AP) — After 
two marathon days ques¬ 
tioning Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh, 
senators conciuded his 
confirmation hearing Friday 
by iistening to others taik 
about him — friends stress¬ 
ing his fairness and warmth 
but opponents warning 
he'd roii back abortion 
rights and shieid President 
Dona id Trump. 

One of the Democrats' star 
witnesses was John Dean, 
Richard Nixon'sWhite House 
counsei who cooperated 
with prosecutors during the 
Watergate investigation. 
He to id iawmakers that the 
high court with Kavanaugh 
on it wouid be 'the most 
presidentiai powers-friendiy 
court in the modem era." 
Senators on the Judiciary 
Committee are iikeiy to 
vote on Kavanaugh's con¬ 
firmation on Sept. 20 with a 
vote by the fuii Senate the 
foiiowing week. 
Repubiicans hope to con- 
fimn the Judge, who wouid 
nudge the high court fur¬ 
ther to the right, in time for 
the first day of court's new 


term, Oct. 1. 

With speciai counsei Rob¬ 
ert Mueiier deep into his in¬ 
vestigation of Russia's med- 
diing in the 2016 eiection, 
committee Democrats ex¬ 
pressed concerns through¬ 
out the weekiong hearing 
that Kavanaugh wouid 
side with Trump on ques¬ 
tions such as whether a 


president can be forced to 
testify. Kavanaugh, iike pre¬ 
vious nominees, deciined 
to answer hypothetic a i 
questions that might come 
before him as a Justice. 
Trump, campaigning in Far¬ 
go, North Dakota, said the 
Democrats had madefoois 
of themseives and crowed 
thathe wasiooking forward 
to running against "one 
of those peopie" in 2020. 
Committee members Cory 
Booker of New J ersey and 
Kamaia Harris of Caiifomia 
are among the Democrats 
considered possibie candi¬ 
dates in the next presiden¬ 
tiai campaign. 

Abortion was another main 
foe us throughout the hear¬ 
ing, with Democrats por¬ 
traying Kavanaugh as a 
Judge who might vote to 
undercut or overturn the 


1973 Roe V. Wade decision 
estabiishing a constitution- 
ai right to abortion. Senate 
Democrats, in the minority 
51-49, hope to appeai to 
two Repubiican senators 
who support abortion rights 
to break from their party 
and vote against Kavana¬ 
ugh. 

On Friday, New York Uni¬ 
versity iaw professorMeiissa 
Murraytoid iawmakersthat 
Kavanaugh wouid provide 
the "necessary fifth vote 
that wouid utterly eviscer¬ 
ate" Roe V. Wade. 

On the Republican side, 
witnesses testifying in sup¬ 
port of Kavanaugh includ¬ 
ed longtime friendsand for¬ 
mer law clerks. They talked 
about his intelligence and 
open-mindedness, calling 
him 'thoughtful," "humble," 
"wonderfully warm" and 


a 'fair-minded and inde¬ 
pendent jurist." A number 
praised his concerted ef¬ 
forts to hire as law clerks 
both minorities and wom¬ 
en. 

Senate Democrats had 
worked into the night Thurs¬ 
day on Kavanaugh's final 
day of questioning in a last, 
ferocious attempt to paint 
him as a foe of abortion 
rights and a likely defender 
of President Donald Trump. 
But the 53-year-old appel¬ 
late Judge stuck to a well- 
rehearsed script through¬ 
out his testimony, providing 
only glimpses of his Judicial 
stances while avoiding any 
serious mistakes that might 
Jeopardize his confitmation. 
On Friday, Democratic wit¬ 
nesses expressed concern 
about Kavanaugh's record 
on a range of issues includ¬ 
ing affirmative action, the 
rightsof people with disabil¬ 
ities, access to birth control 
and abortion. Democratic 
witnesses also included a 
student who survived the 
school shooting in Park¬ 
land, Florida, and Rochelle 
Garza, the legal guardian 
for a pregnant immigrant 
teenager whose quest for 
an abortion Kavanaugh 
would have delayed last 
year. 

Yale law school professor 
Akhil Reed Amar, a liberal 
testifying in support of Ka¬ 
vanaugh, had a message 
for Democratic senators: 
"Don't be mad. He's smart. 
Be careful what you wish 
for. Our party controls nei¬ 
ther the White House nor 
the Senate. If you torpedo 
Kavanaugh you'll likely end 
up with someone worse.'□ 




Grab a bite to eat by the beach at 
Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort’s 


ALL-AMERICAK BBQ 
SUMSETS I LIVE MUStC I FREE PARKING 


Adults $23^ I KTdi $12.SQ* 
Evety SatiCFday f^om 

-10 m 




















fliDAi: 


lO-DAYSEmENCE 
Continued Ihom Ront 

"I made a dreadful mistake, 
but I am a good man who 
is eager for redemption," 
Papadopoulossaid. 

The punishment was far 
less than the maximum six- 
month sentence sought by 
the government but also 
more than the probation 
thatPapadopoulosand his 
lawyers had asked for. 
Papadopoulos, who served 
as a foreign policy adviser 
to President Dona Id Trump's 
campaign, has been a 
central figure in the Russia 
investigation dating back 
before Mueller's May 2017 
appointment. He was the 
first to plead guilty in Muel¬ 
ler's probe and is now the 
first Trump campaign ad¬ 
viser to be sentenced. His 
case was also the first to 
detail a member of the 
Trump campaign having 
knowledge of Russian ef¬ 
forts to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election while 
it wasongoing. 

U.S. District Judge Ran¬ 
dolph Moss said thatPapa- 
dopoulos' deception was 
"not a noble lie" and that 
he had lied because he 
wanted a job in the Trump 
administration and didn't 
want to jeopardize that 
possibility by being tied to 
the Russia investigation. 

"In some ways it constitutes 
a calculated exercise of 
self interest overthe nation¬ 
al interest,"the judge said. 
Memosauthored by House 
Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats , now declassified, 
also show that informa¬ 
tion about Papadopoulos' 
contacts with Russian in¬ 
termediaries triggered the 
FBI's counterintelligence 
investigation in July 2016 
into potential coordina¬ 
tion between Russia and 
the Trump campaign. That 
probe was latertaken over 
by Mueller. 

According to a sweep¬ 
ing indictment handed up 
this summer, Russian intel¬ 
ligence had stolen emails 
from Hillary Clinton's cam¬ 
paign and other Demo¬ 
cratic groups by April 2016, 
the same month Papado¬ 
poulos was told by a pro¬ 
fessor that Russian officials 
had told him they had "dirt" 
on Clinton in the form of 
'thousa nds of ema ils." 
Papadopoulos later used 
his connections with the 
Maltese professor, Joseph 


Mifsud, and other Russian 
nationals in an attempt to 
broker a meeting between 
then-candidate Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 

He admitted last year to ly¬ 
ing to the FBI about those 
contacts In court papers 
filed ahead ofthe sentenc¬ 
ing, prosecutors say those 
lies caused irreparable 
harm to the investigation 
during its early months 
Prosecutors wrote that 
those false statements, 
made during a January 
2017 interview with federal 
investigators, caused the 
FBI to miss an opportunity 
to interview Mifsud while he 
was in the United States. 
'The defendant's lies under¬ 
mined investigators' ability 
to challenge the Professor 
or potentially detain or ar¬ 
rest him while he was still 
in the United States," they 
wrote, noting that Mifsud 
left the U.S. in February 2017 
and hasntreturned. 

In court Friday, prosecutor 
Andrew Goldstein said Pa- 
padopoulos's cooperation 
"didn't come close to the 
standard of substantial as¬ 
sistance." 

"It was at best begrudging 
efforts to cooperate and 
we don't think they were 
substantial or significant in 
any regard," he said. 

He said Papadopoulos's 
deception required in¬ 
vestigators to scour more 
than 100,000 emails and 
gigabytes of data to re¬ 
construct the timeline of his 
contacts with Russians and 
Russian intermediaries. 
Defense lawyer Thomas 
Breen said his client was af¬ 
fected by Trump's cries of 
'fake news" ahead of the 
interview and was tom be¬ 
tween wanting to cooper¬ 
ate with investigators and 
wanting to remain loyal to 
the president. 

'The president ofthe United 
States hindered this investi¬ 
gation more than George 
Papadopoulos ever could," 
Breen said. 

Even after his arrest and 
plea agreement last year, 
prosecutors say Papado¬ 
poulos continued to be 
difficult with investigators, 
only providing information 
afterbeing confronted with 
documents such as emails 
and text messages. 

In response, Papadopou¬ 
los' attorneys have ac¬ 
knowledged his offense 
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An orange shiitsaying 'Inmate" is thrown by a protester attbimer Donald 1Kimp pnesidenlial cam¬ 
paign foreign policy adviser Geoige F^padopoulosy right; who triggered the Russia investigation, 
and who pleaded guilty to one count of making folse statements to the ffil, as he holds hands 
with his wife Simona Mangiante on anival atfederal couit for sentencing, Riday, Sept 7, 2018, in 
Vtfeshington. 

Associated Ress 


was "unquestionably seri¬ 
ous," but they downplayed 
any damage he caused. 
His attorneys, Breen and 
Robert Stanley, said their 
client lied to save hiscareer 
and to "preserve a perhaps 
misguided loyalty to his 


master," a reference that is 
not fully explained in court 
papers. Stanley and Breen 
also argued that their client 
"cooperated fully." He par¬ 
ticipated in fourprofferses- 
sions, they said, and "was 
willing to answer any ques¬ 


tions posed." 

"His arrest and prosecu¬ 
tion served as notice to 
all involved that this was a 
serious investigation," the 
attorneys wrote. "He was 
the first domino, and many 
have fallen in behind 
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Obama issues scathing critique of Trump, 'poirticsoffeat' 



Foimer President Baiack Obama makes a campaign stop at 
Cafle Raiadiso in Ihbana, lii., Fnday, Sept 7, 2018, wheie he 
did a campaign stop with liiinois Demociatic gubernatorial 
candidate J .B. Pritzker, left; following hisspeechatthe Ikiiveisity 
of Illinois. 
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By JUANA SUMMERS and 
SARA BURNETT 
Associated Piess 
URBANA, III. (AR — Fomner 
President Barack Obama 
issued a scorching critique 
of his successor Friday, 
blasting President Donald 
Trump's pattern of pressur¬ 
ing thej ustice Department, 
his policies and reminding 
voters that the economic 
recovery — one of Trump's 
favorite talking points — 
began on his watch. 
Obama's speech at the 
University of Illinois at Urba- 
na-Champaign was deliv¬ 
ered less than two months 
before midterm elections 
that could determine the 
course of Trump's presiden¬ 
cy. The remarks amounted 
to a stinging indictment of 
political life in the Trump 
era. 

"It did not start with Don¬ 
ald Trump," Obama said. 
"Fie is a symptom, not the 
cause. Fie'sjust capitalizing 
on resentments that politi¬ 
cians have been fanning 
foryears." 

Noting the history of for¬ 
mer presidents avoiding 
the rough and tumble of 
politics, Obama acknowl¬ 
edged his sharp critique of 
Trump was something of a 
departure from tradition. 
But he said the political mo¬ 
ment required a pushback 
and called for better dis¬ 
course. 

"Appealing to tribe, ap¬ 
pealing to fear, pitting one 
group against another, tell¬ 
ing people that order and 
security will be restored if it 
weren't forthose who don't 
look like us or don't sound 
like us or don't pray like we 
do — that's an old play- 
book,"he said. "It'sasold as 
time. And in a healthy de¬ 
mocracy, it doesn't work. 
Our antibodies kick in and 
people of good will from 
across the political spec¬ 
trum call out the bigotsand 
the fear-mongers and work 
to compromise and get 
things done and promote 
the betterangelsof our na¬ 
ture." 

But, Obama added, when 
there is a vacuum in de¬ 
mocracy, "other voices fill 
the void. A politics of fear 
and resentment and re¬ 
trenchment takes hold." 
Obama called Trump 'the 


symptom, notthe cause"of 
division and polarization in 
the U.S. 

Trump, meanwhile, claims 
he fell asleep watching 
Obama's speech. 

"I'm sorry, I watched it, but 
I fell asleep," Trump said at 
a campaign appearance 
in Fargo, North Dakota. "I 
found he's very good for 
sleeping." 

Trump said Obama was 
trying to ta ke c red it fo r this 
"incredible thing that's hap¬ 
pening to ourcountry." 
Even as he has largely re¬ 
mained out of the spot¬ 
light, Obama made clear 
he's pa id close attention to 
the steady stream of head¬ 
lines chronicling the Trump 
administration and said the 
newsisa reminderofwhat's 
at stake in the November 
midterm elections 
'just a glance at recent 
headlines should tell you 
this moment really is dif¬ 
ferent," Obama said. "The 
stakes really are higher. The 
consequences of any of us 
sitting on the sidelines are 
more dire." 

Fie later added: 'This is not 
normal." 

Fie was especially stem 
in his condemnation of 
Trump's pattern of pres¬ 
suring law enforcement 
officials, including Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions. 
The president has repeat¬ 
edly called on Sessions to 
fire special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller and earlier this 
week blamed the Justice 
Department for indicting 
two incumbent Republi¬ 
can members of Congress, 
arguing the moves could 
jeopardize their seats. 

"It should not be a partisan 
issue to say that we do not 
pressure the attorney gen¬ 
eral or the FBI to use the 
criminal justice system as 
a cudgel to punish our po¬ 
litical opponents," Obama 
said. 'Or to explicitly call 
on the attorney general 
to protect members of our 
own party from prosecu¬ 
tion because an election 
happens to be coming 
up. I'm not making that up. 
th a t's n 0 1 hy p 0 th e tic a I. 

As Obama spoke. Trump 
told reporters aboard Air 
Force One that he be¬ 
lieved Sessions should in¬ 
vestigate the identity of the 


author of an anonymous 
New York Times opinion 
piece that was sharply criti¬ 
cal of his leadership, saying 
the essay a "national secu¬ 
rity issue." 

Obama, reacting to the 
op-ed account, said 'that's 
not how our democracy is 
supposed to work." 

'The claim that everything 
will turn out OK because 
there are people inside the 
White Flo use who secretly 
aren't following the presi¬ 
dent's orders, that is not a 
check," Obama said. "I'm 
being serious here. That's 
not how our democracy 
is supposed to work. These 
people aren't elected. 
They're not accountable." 
Obama also jabbed Trump 
on the issue the current 
president frequently her¬ 
alds as one of his greatest 
achievements: The strong 
economy. Obama remind¬ 
ed the audience that the 
economic recovery began 
during his administration 
and defended his handling 
of the 2008 economic col¬ 
lapse. 

'When you hearhow great 
the economy's doing right 
now, let's just remember 
when this recovery started," 
he said. 

Fie also criticized Trump's 
response to the violence 
last yea rat a white nation¬ 
alist rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, that resulted in the 
death of one person. 

'We're supposed to stand 
up to discrimination," 
Obama said. "And we're 
sure as heck supposed to 
stand up clearly and un¬ 
equivocally to Nazi sympa¬ 
thizers. Flow hard can that 
be, saying that Nazis are 
bad?" 

The speech was a pre¬ 
view of the argument that 
Obama is likely to make 
throughout the fall. On Sat¬ 
urday, the former president 
will stump for Flouse Dem¬ 
ocratic candidates from 
California atan event in Or¬ 
ange County, a conserva¬ 
tive-leaning part of Califor¬ 
nia where Republicans are 
at risk of losing several con- 
gressionalseats. Nextweek, 
Obama plans to cam¬ 
paign in Ohio for Richard 
Cordray, the Democratic 
nominee for governor, and 
Ohio Democrats.Q 
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J udge will review complaintoverrefineiy near national park 



This J uly 19, 2018, file photo, shows a sign on pioperty near 
southwest Belfield, N.D, for the proposed fijtuie home of the Da¬ 
vis Refinery nearTheodorc Roosevelt National Rark. 

Associated Press 


By BLAKE NICHOISON 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 

North Dakota negulatorsare 
enlisting an administrative 
law judge to help untangle 
some of the legal questions 
surrounding whether an oil 
refinery can be built near 
Theodore Roosevelt Na¬ 
tional Park. 

The Public Service Commis¬ 
sion on Wednesday voted 
2-1 to have the state Office 
of Administrative Hearings 
designate a judge to make 
a non-binding recommen¬ 
dation on whether a com¬ 
plaint over the $800 million 
Davis Refinery should be 
dismissed. 

The judge won't weigh in 
on whether Meridian Ener¬ 
gy Group can build at the 
site 3 miles (5 kilometers) 
from the park, but his rec¬ 
ommendation could make 
it more difficult for the com¬ 
pany to do so. 

Meridian in j uly began site 
workforthe refinery it hopes 
to begin operating in 2020, 
after obtaining permission 
from the state Health De¬ 


partment to begin build¬ 
ing. Meridian maintains 
the plant will have modem 
technology and will be 'the 
cleanest refinery on the 
planet," and supporters say 
it will boost the area'secon- 
omy. 

Opponents fear pollution 
from the refinery will mar 
the park's scenery and 
erode the air quality at 
the state's top tourist at¬ 
traction. The refinery faces 
several hurdles, including 
legal challenges of a state 
air quality permit and a lo¬ 
cal zoning permitThe Envi¬ 
ronmental Law and Policy 
Center and the Dakota 
Resource Council in late 
j une also filed a complaint 
with the PSC, maintaining 
Meridian needs a site per¬ 
mit because the refinery's 
capacity will be 55,000 bar¬ 
rels per day — above the 
threshold of 50,000 barrels 
in state law that triggers a 
PSC review. The groups cit¬ 
ed a number Meridian has 
previously given to the me¬ 
dia, investors and govern¬ 


ment offic ia la 
Meridian maintains the fig¬ 
ure is outdated and that 
the company's current 
plan isto build a facility ca¬ 
pable of processing only 
up to 49,500 harrelsperday 
— just below the threshold. 
Meridian hasasked the PSC 
to dismiss the complaint, 
arguing that the commis¬ 
sion has no authority under 
state law to wade into the 
dispute. 

The environmental groups 
dispute that, raising the 
question of whether the 
PSC hasthe authority to de¬ 
termine its own jurisdiction. 
They also question wheth¬ 
er Meridian is planning a 
"bait and switch" in which 
it builds a refinery and then 
applies for permission to 
expand beyond the state 
threshold after the plant is 
already in place. The com¬ 
pany deniesthat. 
Commissioner J ulie Fedor- 
chaksaid the PSC wantsin- 
putonthe complexlegal is- 
suesfrom an administrative 
law judge. The commission 


will then decide whether 
the complaint goes for¬ 
ward. If it does, the next 
decision would be whether 
Meridian needs to seek a 
state permit to build at the 
site, a process that involves 
public hearings and can 
take half a year or longer 
to complete. 

In the meantime, the two 
environmental groups have 
asked the PSC to orderthat 
Meridian stop work at the 


site. The commission will not 
address that request until 
afterthe administrative law 
judge is done with his work, 
Fedorchaksaid. 

Meridian said in a state¬ 
ment that it is "highly con¬ 
fident" it will prevail in its 
legal battles and that "all 
other aspects of the Davis 
Refinery are proceeding 
according to schedule, 
including site preparation 
wor1<.'Q 


Couit boosts rights of students accused of sexual misconduct 


By EDVUHIIE 

DEIROfT (AP) — Students 
accused of sexual miscon¬ 
duct at public universities 
have the right to cross-ex¬ 
amine accusersatdisc ip Un¬ 
ary hearings, a federal ap¬ 
peals court said Friday in a 
sweeping decision that will 
extend to public schools in 
four states. 

The University of Michigan 
violated the rights of a 
male student by refusing to 
allow him ora representa¬ 
tive to question witnesses in 


an alleged incident of sex¬ 
ual misconduct at a "Risky 
Business"-themed fraternity 
party, the court said. 

A university investigator 
found insufficient evidence 
that a student had commit¬ 
ted misconduct. But that 
conclusion was overturned 
bya campusappealspan- 
el aftertwo closed sessions 
The student, identified in 
court papers asj ohn Doe, 
agreed to leave the school 
in 2016 instead efface ex¬ 
pulsion, just 13.5 credits 


shy of getting a bachelor's 
degree in business. His at¬ 
torney said he was made 
a "scapegoat" by the uni¬ 
versity to show that it was 
aggressively responding to 
complaints. 

"If a public university hasto 
choose between compet¬ 
ing narratives to resolve a 
case, the university must 
give the accused student 
or his a gent an opportunity 
to cross-examine the ac- 
cuserand adverse witness- 
esinthe presence of a neu¬ 


tral fact-finder," said J udge 
Amul Thapar, writing for a 
three-judge panel at the 
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals The court overturned 
a decision by U.S. District 
Judge David Lawson. The 
ruling is binding in Michi¬ 
gan, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Kentucky, the four states 
covered by the 6th Circuit. 
"Providing Doe a hearing 
with the opportunity for 
cross-examination would 
have cost the university 
very little," Thapar wrote. 


"As it turns out, the univer¬ 
sity already provides for a 
hearing with cross-exam¬ 
ination in all misconduct 
cases other than those in¬ 
volving sexual assault." 
University spokesman Rick 
Fitzgerald said the decision 
was being reviewed. 

'This is a very huge victory 
for the constitutional rights 
of students," Doe's attor¬ 
ney, Deborah Gordon, 
said. "Sexual-misconduct 
proceedings have to be a 
search for the truth. □ 
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l^achersbikesy uniest hit WBStCoastas unions flex muscie 



striking lacoma leacheiswalka picket line, Ihuisday, Sept 6, 2018, in ftont of Lincoln high School 
in lacoma, VUhsh. 
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BySAU.YHO 
Associated Press 
SEATILE (Al^ — Fights over 
teacher salaries and work¬ 
ing conditions are escalat¬ 
ing along the West Coast, 
emboldened in part by 
the momentum from wide¬ 
spread teacher strikes in 
more conservative states. 
The teachers in these blue 
states— with robust teach¬ 
ers' unions, the right to strike 
and legislatures that are 
generally more support¬ 
ive of education funding 
— are tapping into a shift 
in public sentiment that 
supports better wages for 
teachers that came as a 
result of the "Red4Ed" pro¬ 
test movement that began 
earlier this year. 

The latest disputes are par¬ 
ticularly acute in Wash¬ 
ington, a state that has in¬ 
fused at least $1 billion for 
teacher pay to resolve a 
long-running court battle. 
With students returning 
to school in the last few 
weeks, teachers in at least 
18 public school districts so 
far have voted to authorize 
a strike, gone on strike or 
settled their strikes in order 
to get pay raises. 

'We saw everywhere from 
Arizona to West Virginia 
standing up for fair wag¬ 
es. Now that it's coming to 
Washington state, we don't 
feel isolated. We know we 
have the support of our lo¬ 
cal community," said Con¬ 
nie Vernon, an elementary 
teacher in the Washougal 
School District in southwest 
Washington, where a nine- 
day walkout ended Thurs¬ 
day. 

Rich Wood, spokesman for 
the state teachers' union, 
said local bargaining units 
at two-thirds of the state's 
295 school systems have 
sought to renegotiate sala¬ 
ries 

In California, teachers in 
the Los Angeles Unified 


School District also voted 
last week to authorize a 
strike, although a walkout 
isn't imminent. The union 
and district in the nation's 
second-largest school sys¬ 
tem have failed to reach 
an agreement on pay 
raises, smaller class sizes 
and other issues Both sides 
have filed charges against 
the other and a state me¬ 
diation session is scheduled 
Sept. 27. 

The momentum eariierfrom 
teacherprotestsin West Vir¬ 
ginia, Oklahoma, Kentucky, 
Colorado and Arizona has 
also carried into otherkinds 
of actions, including an or¬ 
ganized teacher hunger 
strike in Georgia and a ma- 


jorrally in North Carolina. 
Except for Colorado, all 
of those states have "right 
to work" laws, which lim¬ 
its the ability for teachers 
to strike. Teachers there 
instead scheduled wide¬ 
spread protest "walkouts" 
In West Virginia, teachers 
won a 5-percent raise even 
though they lacked collec¬ 
tive bargaining rights and 
had no legal right to strike. 
The Washington teachers' 
union said it has been fight¬ 
ing for schools funding for 
more than a decade, and 
that the timing of their lat¬ 
est contract and strike dis¬ 
cussions was coincidental 
to the national teacher up¬ 
rising. 


Michael Hansen, an edu¬ 
cation policy expert at the 
Brookings Institution, said 
the teachers' cause is un¬ 
doubtedly helped by the 
political dynamics shifting 
in the national conversa¬ 
tion about teachervalue. 
As the protest movement 
moves from fiscally-conser- 
vative red states without 
much labor power, Hansen 
said momentum hasshifted 
to more union-friendly blue 
states where pay and cost 
of living are substantially 
higher. The red-state fights 
thrived as state-wide ac¬ 
tions, while the blue-state 
disputes are at the district 
level. 

'They sort of feel like a 
tipping point has been 
crossed," Hansen said. 
"Strategically, if you're go¬ 
ing to advance and advo¬ 
cate formore teacherpay, 
this is the time." 

More state money to¬ 
ward teacher salaries was 
funded by the Washington 
Legislature after a court 
ruling that stemmed from 
a 2007 lawsuit. The ruling 


said the state was violat¬ 
ing its own Constitution by 
inadequately funding K-12 
schools 

This year, many of the 
teachersurged theirschool 
districts to reopen bargain¬ 
ing talks in the middle of 
their contract period in or- 
derto settle the pay dispar¬ 
ity. 

Teachers at Seattle Public 
Schools, the state's largest 
district, had authorized a 
strike but reached a one- 
year deal giving them 10.5 
percent raises. 

In some smaller communi¬ 
ties, school district officials 
have pushed back by su¬ 
ing the unions to get them 
to work. 

The state union is backing 
all teachers with a new 
political tactic, ordering 
for the first time "bargain¬ 
ing season"television, radio 
and Facebookadsto both 
put pressure on the dis¬ 
tricts and urge community 
members to stand with the 
teachers. 

One ad highlights the 
state's teacher shortage 
while saying salaries aren't 
competitive in a region 
flush with tech money. 
That's also a show of force 
for the unions after a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling in 
late June that declared 
government workers can't 
be required to contribute 
money to labor groups. As 
the state teachers union 
flexed its political muscle 
by spending in such an 
unprecedented but high- 
stakes way, local leaders 
say their membership num¬ 
bers have not been af¬ 
fected by the ruling even 
though it has the potential 
to significantly weaken the 
revenue base for all labor 
unions. 

Washougal's superinten¬ 
dent Mary Templeton said 
the state union relationship 
with the locals has been 
affected by these broader 
elements and that it's evi¬ 
dent by the rush of political 
activity being carried out 
bythe largerlaborgroup. 
She said the district also 
wants to support teach¬ 
ers with a new salary pay 
scale. 

'We gave a lotbecause we 
know how important they 
are,"Templeton said.Q 
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Dallas officer in shooting to be chaiged with manslaughiter 





this Sept 21, 2017, phote provided by Maiding UniveisHy in 
Seaic h, Aik., shows Botham J ean ieading woiship ata univeisHy 
prosidentiai roceplion in Daiias. 
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By RVAN1ARINEL1J 
DA11AS(AI^ — A white Da I- 
las police officer who shot 
and killed her black neigh¬ 
bor and later explained 
that she had mistaken his 
apartment for her own 
will be charged with man¬ 
slaughter, the police chief 
said Friday. 

It's not clear what the of¬ 
ficer may have said to 
26-year-old Botham Jean 
between entering his home 
a nd shooting him late Thurs¬ 
day, police Chief U. Renee 
Hall said during a news 
conference. But given 
what investigators currently 
know about the case, they 
decided to pursue a man- 
slaughtercharge, she said. 
"Right now there are more 
questions than we have 
answers," Hall said, adding 
that she spoke to Jean's 
sisterto express the depart¬ 
ment's condolences to the 
fa mily. 


It's not clear whether the 
officerisin custody, though 
Hall said she didn't know 
the officer's whereabouts. 
According to police, the 
officer, whose name hasn't 
been released, returned 
home in her uniform after 
her shift. She called dis¬ 
patch to report that she 
had shot a man, and she 
later told the officers who 
responded to the call that 
she believed the victim's 
apartment was her own 
when she entered it. 

The responding officersad- 
ministered first aid to J ean, 
a native of the Caribbean 
island country of St. Lxicia 
who attended college in 
Arkansas and worked for 
accounting and consulting 
firm PwC.Jean was taken 
to a hospital, where he 
died. 

Hall said the officer's blood 
was drawn to be tested 
for drugs and alcohol. She 


declined to speculate as 
to whether fatigue or oth¬ 
er factors, including race, 
may have factored into 
the shooting. She also said 
the Texas Rangers will con¬ 
duct an independent in¬ 
vestigation. 

Authoritieshaven'tsaid how 
the officer got into Jean's 
home, or whether his door 
wasopen orunlocked. The 
a pa rtment c omplex is just a 
few blocks from Dallas' po¬ 
lice headquarters. 

Residents of the apartment 
complex said they can ac¬ 
cess their units with a regu- 
larkeyorthrough a keypad 
code. 

Two women who live on the 
second floor near where 
the shooting happened 
said they heard a lot of 
noise late Thursday. 

"It was, like, police talk: 
'Open up! Open up!'" 
20-year-old Caitlin Simp¬ 
son told The Dallas Morning 


News. 

Yazmine Hernandez, 20, 
was studying with Simpson 
when they heard the com¬ 
motion. 

"We heard cops yelling, 
but otherwise had no idea 
what was going on," Her¬ 
nandez said. 


Jean grew up in St. Lucia 
and attended Harding Uni¬ 
versity in Searcy, Arkansas, 
where he often led cam¬ 
pus worship services before 
graduating in 2016, the 
school said in a statement. 
That J uly, he went to work 
forPwC in riskassurance.Q 


Oklahoma govemorcandidate chaiged in muider-for-hiie plot 


OKLAHOMA CRY (AP) — 

An Oklahoma zookeeper 
at an exotic animal park 
and candidate for gov¬ 
ernor earlier this year has 
been charged in a murder- 
for-hire scheme alleging he 
tried to hire someone to kill 
a Florida woman, federal 
prosecutorsannounced on 
Friday. 

Joseph Maldonado-Pas- 
sage, 55, also known as 
'Joe Exotic," was indicted 
on two counts of hiring a 
personto commitmurderin 
federal court in Oklahoma 
City. 

Prosecutors allege Maldo- 
nado-Passage tried to hire 


two separate people to kill 
the woman, who wasn't 
harmed. 

One of the unidentified 
people he sought to hire 
connected him with an 
undercover FBI agent, 
who met with Maldona- 
do-Passage in December 
2017. The indictment, un¬ 
sealed on Friday, indicated 
Maldonado-Passage had 
been arrested. 

Court records don't list an 
attorney for Maldonado- 
Passage, who didn't imme¬ 
diately respond to an email 
seeking comment. 

Known forhisblonde mullet 
and expletive-laden rants 



In this Aug. 28, 2013, file photo, Joseph Maldonado ansuueis a 
quesdon during an inten/iew atthe zoo he luns in VUynnewood, 
Okla. 

Associated FYess 


on YouTube, Maldonado- 
Passage finished third in a 
three-way Libertarian pri¬ 
mary in J une. 

In October 2017, Garvin 
County authorities investi¬ 
gated after Maldonado- 
Passage's then-husband, 
23-year-old Travis Maldo¬ 
nado, shot himself in the 
head in the zoo gift shop. 
Garvin County Sheriff Larry 
Rhodes said at the time 
that witnesses reported 
Travis Maldonado put a 
loaded firearm to his head 
and pulled the trigger to 
prove the weapon would 
not fire with the magazine 
removed .□ 
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Far-light protests in Gemnany expose c lac ks in government 



People attend a demonstration in Chemnitz eastern Gennany, Friday, Sept7, 2018, alterseverai 
nationaiist groups caiied for matches protesting the kiiiing ofa German man two weeks ago, ai- 
iegediy by migrantsliom Syria and Iraq. 
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By DAVID RISING 
Assoc iatBd Press 
BERUN (AP) — More than 
1,000 far-right supporters 
rallied Friday night over the 
fatal stabbing of a man in 
the eastern German city 
of Chemnitz, for which two 
recent migrants have been 
arrested and charged with 
manslaughter. 

In a case that hasexposed 
friction between Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel and 
top security officials, the 
flag-waving crowd rallied 
under the motto "security 
for Chemnitz" and behind 
a banner proclaiming "we 
are the people." 

The number marching was 
farsmallerthan the estimat¬ 
ed 6,000 or so who assem¬ 
bled the day afterthe Aug. 
26 stabbing of 35-year-old 
Daniel Hillig. 

About 500 counter-protest¬ 
ers gathered nearby shout¬ 
ing slogans like 'there's no 
right to Nazi propaganda," 
while another opposi¬ 
tion protest featured an 
open-air performance of 
Beethoven's Ninth Sym¬ 
phony as a sign "against 
xenophobia, hate and vio¬ 
lence." 

Local media reported one 


far-right supporter was ar¬ 
rested after being identi¬ 
fied as having given the 
stiff-armed Nazi salute at 
a previous rally, which is 
banned in Germany, but 
police headquarters said 


they had no details on the 
report. 

Since the slaying of Hillig, 
the nationalist Alternative 
for Germany party, orAfD, 
has sought to mobilize sup¬ 
port with its anti-migrant 


message. But after a brief 
bump, polling suggests little 
change. 

An Iraqi citizen and a Syrian 
citizen have been arrested 
on manslaughter charges 
over Hillig's death, which 


has also put a renewed a 
focus on Merkel's welcom¬ 
ing migrant policies and re¬ 
vealed disagreements be¬ 
tween her and top security 
offic ia la 

Interior Minister Horst See- 
hofer expressed sympathy 
Thursday for the protesters 
who were provoked by the 
slaying. 

"If I were not a minister. I'd 
have gone to the streets 
as a citizen," Seehofer said, 
quickly adding: "Naturally, 
not together with the radi¬ 
cals" 

Seehofer, who heads the 
Bavarian sister party to 
Merkel's center-right Chris¬ 
tian Democrats, has long 
been to the chancellor's 
right on immigration, but his 
rhetoric has toughened as 
polls show his party strug¬ 
gling ahead of an October 
state election. 

He told the Rheinischen 
Post newspaperthat voters 
were linking their concerns 
to the issue of migration, 
which he called 'the moth¬ 
er of all political problems 
in this country." 

Merkel responded in an in¬ 
terview with Germany TV 
network RTL late Thursday 
that she saw itdifferently.Q 


Belgium shoe ked by weatherwoman'sexperience with lac ism 



An assortmentofthe Belgian newspapers with lefeicnces to racism on Friday, Sept 7,2018. 
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By IDRNECOOK 
Assoc iatBd Ress 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Media 
outlets and politicians in 
Belgium expressed shock 
and dismay Friday after 
two high-profile reports of 
racism rocked the kingdom 
this week, raising troubling 
questions about white at¬ 
titudes a few weeks before 
local elections. 

Cecile Djunga, a black 
weather presenter with 
state broadcaster RTBF, 
posted an online video 
saying she had endured 
racist comments regularly 
since she joined the station 
a year ago. Flemish-lan- 
guage public broadcaster 
VRTthen aired an in-depth 
program about a far-right 
group whose leader has 
warned ofa "warof races." 
Both incidents made head¬ 
lines. Belgian daily news¬ 
paper Le Soir published 
a reverse front page with 


a black background and 
white text that denounced 
the way whites regard 
people of different ethnic 
backgrounds and foreign¬ 
ers. 

"We can't kick this into the 
long grass anymore. Ce¬ 
cile Djunga's cry for help 
and the VRT report make 
it clear: great danger lies 
ahead and it's urgent to 
respond," the paper's chief 


editorial writersa id. 

Djunga, who also works as 
a comedian, explained in 
hervideo that she decided 
to go public about her ex¬ 
perience with bigotry after 
a female viewer called at 
work and said the weather 
woman did not look good 
on television, that she was 
'too black." Her employers 
said they would take stands 
against racism. 


Anti-racism organizations 
say hate speech com¬ 
plaints and crimes moti¬ 
vated by racism in Belgium 
increased by more than 10 
percent last year, but think 
too few cases result in con¬ 
victions because charges 
are often hard to prove. 
J ail sentences of up to two 
yearsand finesofasmuch 
as 1,000 euros ($1,150) are 
possible. 


VRTs report focused on the 
Flemish nationalist group 
Shield and Friends (Schild 
en Vrienden.) Leader Dries 
Van Langenhove, who has 
made references to a "war 
of naces,"held an automat¬ 
ic weapon in photographs 
on social media and has 
appeared with Belgium's 
hard-line migration minis¬ 
ter, Theo Franc ken, in pho¬ 
tos posted online. 

Franc ken told RTBF on Fri¬ 
day he was shocked by 
the other broadcaster's 
program. He said he knew 
of Shield and Friends, "but I 
didn't know that there were 
such extreme elements in 
this organization." 

Asked whether his migra¬ 
tion policies contributed to 
prejudice. Franc ken said: 
"Ra c ism is fo r id lots, and all 
those people who think I'm 
a hero and who do these 
kinds of things, write these 
kindsof things, are id lots.'□ 
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Backto school, but notibr a II of Syria's children 



In this Wednesday, Sept 5,2018 photo, Syrian students play incourtyaid ofa school in the town of 
Douma, in eastern Ghoula legion, nearihe Syrian capital Damascusy Syria. 
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ByAlEERTAJI 

AUCESU 

DOUMA, Syria (AP) - Sta nd - 

ing in line in the courtyard 
of their school in the capi¬ 
tal Damascus, scores of 
Syria n g iris in pink a nd blue 
uniforms saluted the flag 
and sang the country's na¬ 
tional anthem. A few miles 
away in a suburb, children 
played in the courtyard 
of a rehabilitated school, 
where shattered windows 
were replaced butcharred 
walls and pockmarks from 
bullets remained on build¬ 
ing facades 

With fewer areas in ac¬ 
tive combat in Syria, more 
children are going backto 
school this year, the Syrian 
government said, putting 
the numberat4 million. 
Keen to project an image 
of normalcy, the govern¬ 
ment said it has rehabili¬ 
tated over400 schoolsover 
the last two months alone 
and called on students to 
return to wearing school 
uniforms, shed in years of 
conflict. 

'This is to reaffirm that we 
have reached victory 
phase . which meansthings 
should settle down, includ¬ 
ing in education," Educa¬ 
tion Minister Hazwan Allwaz 
told the pro-government 
Al-Watan newspaper in 
commentspublished atthe 
opening of the academic 
yearSunday. 

The war is far from over, 
however, and its devasta¬ 
tion has been particularly 
scarring for the country's 
children, including those 
who fled the conflict, Geert 
Cappelaere, regional di- 
rectorof the U.N. Children's 
agency UN 1CEF, said. 

Loss of families' livelihoods, 
pervasive poverty, trauma 
and continued insecurity — 
even in areas where fight¬ 
ing hasended — aswell as 
severe aid funding cuts a re 
among the biggest obsta¬ 


cles facing Syria's children. 
Some 2 million kids in Syr¬ 
ia remain out of school. 
Nearly one out of three 
Syrian schools is out of ser¬ 
vice. Some 180,000 quali¬ 
fied teachers have also left 
the system. Since April, 31 
children were killed by un¬ 
exploded ordnance, ac¬ 
cording to UNICEF, includ¬ 
ing in areas where fighting 
ended. 

In northwestern Syria, 
where the government is 
threatening an offensive in 
Id lib province, 1 million chil¬ 
dren — many of them al¬ 
ready displaced more than 
once by the conflict — are 
bracing for a bruising mili¬ 
tary campaign. 

Conditions are also difficult 
in neighboring countries, 
where more than 4 million 
Syrian refugees live, over 
half of them children. At 
least 700,000 refugee chil¬ 
dren are out of school, and 
many more are at risk of 
dropping out. 

In this new phase of the 


war, donor countries are 
debating how to best to 
pooltheirfunds 
The Syrian government ar¬ 
gues it is now safe for the 
refugees to return home. 
The U.N. and other agen¬ 
cies say it is too early but 
are facing budget short¬ 
ages they fear will limit ser¬ 
vices and give refugees 
the impression they are 
being pushed back. Do¬ 
nor nations, already tiring 
of providing aid in multiple 
conflicts around the re¬ 
gion, have been reluctant 
to pour more money into 
the prolonged Syrian war, 
particularly when a politi¬ 
cal resolution remands elu¬ 
sive. In countries hosting 
refugees, donors are look¬ 
ing to directly support local 
governments rather than 
through aid organizations 
'The reality is the children 
become once again the 
playball ofa solely political 
game, the government on 
the one side and the donors 
on the other side," Cappa- 


laere said. "Ultimately we 
are standing in the middle 
and we are crying out loud 
on behalf of the children of 
Syria." 

Allwaz, the education min¬ 
ister, said UNICEF has cut 
assistance to students — 
including a million school 
bags — "underthe pretext 
that international funding 
hasdropped,"he said. 
UNICEF says its funding in¬ 
side Syria is short $40 million 
of its needs, a 43 percent 
gap. 

Some of the cuts were a 
reaction to government 
restrictions on his agency's 
access, Cappalaere said, 
including access to areas 
recently captured from the 
opposition, orindependent 
monitoring ofspending. 

In Douma outside Damas¬ 
cus, even on the first day 
of school Sunday, parents 
were still registering their 
children for government- 
run schools Forces recap¬ 
tured the area earlier this 
year after years of rebel 


control. One principal said 
over 1,800 students had en¬ 
rolled in her school, which 
had 350 students in previ¬ 
ous yea ns. 

'There is a big turnout" now 
that the fighting hasended, 
said MalakRislan, principal 
of Seif al-Dawleh elemen¬ 
tary school. Many schools 
offer morning and evening 
sessions to accommodate 
the growing numbers. 
Taghrid Hailani, 27, said 
her four children, between 
3 and 11 yeans old, have 
been home-schooled fon 
years because of the shell¬ 
ing and now lag behind. 
'They can't read or write . 

I am glad that they will re¬ 
turn to school." 

YasserHijazi said he kept his 
children at home because 
the rebels changed the 
school curriculum, teach¬ 
ing their "own interpretation 
of relig ion." 

During recess, the bullet- 
pocked and charred fa¬ 
cades of the school build¬ 
ings provided shade for 
the children playing in the 
courtyard. 

In Lebanon and Jordan, 
UNICEF funding shortfalls 
were at 48 and 49 percent, 
respectively. 

UNICEF reduced the num¬ 
ber of refugee children 
getting school assistance 
from 55,000 last year to 
10,000 this year in Jordan, 
said Rob Jenkins, UNICEF 
country director. More than 
50 percent of the 670,000 
registered refugees are 
children. 

In Lebanon, the country 
with the world's highest 
concentration per capita 
of Syrian refugees, the cuts 
meant20,000children have 
lost informal education, 
homework support and 
basic school rehabilitation. 
More than 55 percent of 
the 1 million Syrian refugees 
registered in Lebanon are 
child ren.Q 
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Russian pension lelbmri hits vulnerable age group of over-SQs 



In this file pholD taken on Satuiday, J uly 28,2018, an ekferiy woman holds a posber reads "ViihntiD 
Retire, itstime to change the authority!" during a laiiy protesting retirementage hikes in Moscow, 
Russia. 
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By NA1AUYA VASILYEVA 
MOSCOW(Al^ — When 52- 
year old accountant Ma¬ 
rina Grigoryeva was la id off 
this year, she figured that at 
least she would be eligible 
fora state pension in three 
years' time. But measures 
announced by President 
Vladimir Putin last week 
mean that Grigoryeva, 
who has been looking fora 
job for over six months, will 
have to wait eight ye a ns in¬ 
stead. 

A planned hike in the retire¬ 
ment age yanks away the 
safety netformillionsof Rus¬ 
sia ns in their 50s, core Putin 
supporters who struggle to 
hold down a job, let alone 
find a new one, and have 
come to rely on pensions 
as a meagre but secure 
source of income at a time 
of economic uncertainty. 
'You can't get by on the 
benefits at all," said Grigo¬ 
ryeva, who has worked 
for the Moscow City Tele¬ 
phone Network for nearly 
30 years. She is entitled to 
5,000 rubles ($73) a month 
in unemployment bene¬ 
fits, which is half what the 
government says is the 
minimum subsistence level. 
And it's only a tenth of the 
average salary in Moscow, 
where she lives. 

A recentopinion poll shows 
Putin's approval ratings 
crashed this summer fol¬ 
lowing the announcement 
of the pension reform, while 
an increasing number of 
Russianssay they are ready 
to take to the streetsto pro¬ 
test it. The president even 
made a televised address 
to the nation to explain the 
need for a higher retire¬ 
ment age and announce 
some concessions. 

Putin had initially tried to 
keep a distance from the 
politically sensitive pro¬ 
posal. It was announced 
instead by Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev in June 
— on the day the World 
Cup kicked off in Russia. 

The plan was initially to raise 
the pension age by eight 
years to 63 for women and 
five years to 65 for men by 
2023, though the increase 
for women was eventually 
trimmed to five years. 

The reform is Putin's most 
unpopular move in more 
than a decade. A recent 


survey by the Levada poll¬ 
ster shows that 53 percent 
of Russians are ready to 
protest a gainst the amend¬ 
ments and that 77 percent 
would vote against them at 
a referendum. The surveys 
were held in July and Au¬ 
gust, with a margin of error 
of 3.4 percentage points 
The outrage stems in part 
from the fact that life ex¬ 
pectancy in Russia lags 
that in Europe orthe United 
States, with the proposed 
pension age for men just 
two years below the life 
expectancy of 67. It is also 
due to the fact that Rus¬ 
sians over 50 are finding 
it increasingly difficult to 
keep a job or find a new 
one. 

Forthe public finances, the 
hike in the retirement age 
was long overdue. As the 
workforce shrinks, the gov¬ 
ernment spends more on 
pensions every year, ear¬ 
marking 3.3 trillion rubles 
($48 billion) in 2018, even 
more than on defense. 
Yevgeny Gontmakher, 
who served as a top advis¬ 


er to Medvedev when he 
waspresident, says the pro¬ 
posed changes are a "big 
mistake" because they will 
sideline lower income Rus¬ 
sia ns who rely on state pen¬ 
sion asan important source 
of income. 

'This is big for millions of 
Russian families," he told 
The Associated Press. "All 
of a sudden these people 
will have lost nearly half of 
their (expected pension) 
incomes." 

In his televised address, 
Putin warned that without 
such a move, the pension 
system "would crack and 
eventually collapse." He 
offered assurances that 
the state will take care of 
the over-50s, including a 
vague promise of jobs, and 
wrapped up his speech 
with: "I'm asking you to be 
understanding ofthis" 

The reform and Putin's ad¬ 
dress became fodder for 
jokes and Internet memes 
One shows a thug de¬ 
manding money from a 
passer-by, who screams 
"But that's a robbery!" To 


which the robbergoes: "I'm 
asking you to be under¬ 
standing ofthis." 

Putin proposed amend¬ 
ments to soften the reform, 
including benefits like free 
public transport for some 
and early retirement for 
law enforcement officers, 
a move that Gontmakher 
says will undermine the 
goal of saving money. 
55-year old Pavel Pershin, 
who registered as unem¬ 
ployed forthe first time this 
year, says he would not be 
thinking of retiring if the job 
prospects for someone his 
age were not so grim, j obs 
in the private sector, where 
Pershin earlier worked for 
over25yearsago in an air¬ 
plane engine factory, are 
drying up in an economy 
battered by Western sanc¬ 
tions and a weaker ruble. 

"If the economy was grow¬ 
ing well, then yes, raise the 
pension age all you want," 
he says. "I'd love to be able 
to pay (taxes) if I was able 
to find decent work, but I 
don't want to go and work 
as a janitor or a moving 


man." 

Since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the Russian 
labor market has favored 
workers in their 30s and 
early 40s, with incomes and 
job opportunities declining 
rapidly for people in their 
50s, says Marina Kolosnit- 
syna, economics profes¬ 
sor at the Higher School of 
Economicsin Moscow. 
Many highly-skilled profes¬ 
sionals with university de¬ 
grees who lose their jobs in 
their50s end up working as 
street cleaners or janitors, 
saysKolosnitsyna. 

Russians, meanwhile, are 
growing weary as the 
economy sags. A poll by 
the Levada pollster re¬ 
leased Thursday showed 
that 48 percent of Rus¬ 
sians are worried of losing 
their job, up 15 points from 
a year earlier. The unem¬ 
ployment rate is at a re¬ 
cord low below 5 percent, 
but that statistic does not 
count people who do not 
both to register for unem¬ 
ployment benefits, which 
are meager. And employ¬ 
ment does not guarantee 
a good life, either: about 
5 million Russians have jobs 
that pay less than the sub¬ 
sistence level of about $150 
a month. 

The political opposition to 
Putin is hoping to capitalize 
on the unpopular policy. 
Opposition leader and an¬ 
ti-corruption campaigner 
Alexei Navalny has an¬ 
nounced nationwide pro¬ 
tests in dozens of cities on 
Sunday, though he will be 
unable to attend because 
a Moscow court has sent 
him to prison fora month. 
Accountant Grigoryeva 
recalls being "speech¬ 
less" when the retirement 
change was announced, 
which in her mind shows 
that the Kremlin was advo¬ 
cating "policies completely 
against the interests of the 
people." She has never 
been to a rally but now is 
entertaining the idea of 
taking to the streets. 

She says she would love to 
keep working aslong asshe 
can but the question looms 
for many Russians who are 
simply too ill to work in their 
early 60s: 'Those who have 
no energy left... How are 
they going to survive?'Q 
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MyanmariejectsintIcouitsrighttD Rohingya piobe 


By MIN KYI IHBN 
NAYPYTIAW, Myanmar (Al^ 

— Myanmar's government 
on Friday rejected an Inter¬ 
national Criminal Court rul¬ 
ing that it has jurisdiction to 
investigate a negations that 
M ya nma r sec urity fore es vi- 
olated international law by 
driving hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Rohingya Muslims 
from their homes. 

The office of Myanmar 
President Win Myint said 
Thursday's decision by The 
Hague-based court was 
'the result of faulty proce¬ 
dure and isof dubious legal 
merit." 

It reiterated the govern¬ 
ment's previously stated 
position that it has no ob¬ 
ligation to respect the 
court's ruling because it is 
not a party to the treaty 
that established the institu¬ 
tion. It also listed points of 
law and evidentiary argu¬ 
ments in rejecting approval 
forthe courtto make a pre¬ 
liminary investigation. 

A special U.N. commission 
on Monday recommended 
prosecuting senior Myan¬ 
mar military officers for sus¬ 
pected genocide. 

Because Myanmar is not a 
member of the internation¬ 
al court, some legal experts 
had contended the court 
did not have jurisdiction. 

But the argument that 
prevailed, made by court 
Prosecutor Fatou Bensou- 
da, was that while the Ro¬ 
hingya were forced from 
their homes in Myanmar, 
part of the crime involved 
them being driven across 
the border into neighbor¬ 
ing Bangladesh, which is a 
memberofthe court. 
Myanmar's statement Fri¬ 
day said the court's deci¬ 
sion "wasthe result of mani¬ 
fest bad faith, procedural 
irregularities and general 
lack of transparency." 

It challenged the factual 
basisof the ruling, contend¬ 
ing that 'The allegations of 
deportation cannot be fur- 
therfrom the truth." 
"Myanmar reiterates that 
it has not deported any 
individuals in the areas of 
concern and in fact has 
worked hard in collabora¬ 
tion with Bangladesh to 
repatriate those displaced 
from their homes." 

Some 700,000 Rohingya 



Myanmai's government spokesman Hlay lalks to journalists during a press briefing at the 
FYesidential F^lace in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Riday, Sept 7, 2018. 
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addressed another issue 
that has drawn internation¬ 
al critic ism of Myanmar, the 
sentencing of two Reuters 
journalists to seven years in 
prison on charges of illegal 
possession of official docu¬ 
ments Sw Htay said at a 
news conference in the 
capital, Naypyitaw, that 
the court's ruling Monday 
against Wa Lone and Kyaw 
Soe Oo was the preroga¬ 
tive of the judicial branch, 
and the government could 
not interfere. 

The verdict and sentence 
caused international out¬ 
rage. The prosecutors'case 
was widely seen as based 
on fabricated evidence, 
and a key police witness 
undercut the case when 
he testified in a pre-trial 
hearing that the reporters 
had been set up. □ 


crossed into Bangladesh 
after a brutal counterin¬ 
surgency campaign by 
Myanmar security forces. 
The report issued Monday 
by the three-member'fact- 
finding mission" working un¬ 
der a mandate from the 
U.N.-backed Human Rights 
Council alleged wide¬ 
spread rights violations, in¬ 
cluding rape, murder, tor¬ 
ture and the burning of Ro¬ 
hingya homesand villages. 
Myanmar denies any or¬ 
ganized abuses and says 
the army's operations were 
a response to attacks last 
August by an underground 
Rohingya insurgent group 
on Myanmar security per¬ 
sonnel in Rakhine state. 
Earlier this year, Myan¬ 
mar signed agreements 
with Bangladesh and U.N. 
agencies concerning the 
repatriation of the Rohing¬ 
ya, but it has been drag¬ 
ging its feet in allowing ac¬ 
cess to U.N. representatives 
to ensure their safe return. 
The Muslim Rohingya have 
long been treated as out¬ 
siders in Buddhist-majority 
Myanmar, even though 
their families have lived in 
the country for genera¬ 
tions. Nearly all have been 
denied citizenship since 
1982, effectively rendering 
them stateless, and they 
are also denied freedom of 
movement and other basic 
rights Earlier Friday, the top 
government spokesman 
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Venezuela merchants lace a nest for defying Maduio's lefonns 


By J OSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated ness 
SANIA lERESA DEL lUY, 
Venezuela (AP) — Frank¬ 
lin David was arrested iast 
week in this impoverished 
town outside Caracas for 
doing what his famiiy says 
he has done aimost every 
day for the past 25 years: 
seiiing car pa its. 
in a surprise raid, about 
two dozen armed poiice 
officers flanked by Santa 
Teresa dei Tuy's mayor 
and joumaiists showed up 
at David’s four-story ware¬ 
house, Autopartes Guarico 
2000, and hauied a way the 
49-year-oid father of three 
for aiiegediy raising prices 
by too much in a country 
ravaged by hyperinflation. 
His aiready-struggiing busi¬ 
ness, buiitfrom scratch dur¬ 
ing a more prosperous era, 
was shut down and David 
remains jaiied on charges 
of specuiation, a crime 
punishabie with up to 10 
years in prison. 

"It was like they were cel¬ 
ebrating a triumph," said 
J ulio Pemia, one of 20 em¬ 
ployees who have no idea 
how they’ll feed their fa mi- 
lies now that their boss is 
behind bars "They treated 
us like killers but a II we were 
doing wasourwork." 
David’s plight is shared to 
some extent by thousands 
of small business owners 
nationwide — a few dozen 
who have been arrested 
and far more who fear 
having to choose between 
closing shop or hitting cus¬ 
tomers with steep price in¬ 
creases as they adapt to 
President Nicolas Maduro’s 
sweeping plan to rescue 
the crisis-wracked econ¬ 
omy. The plan imposes a 
more-than-3,000 percent 
increase to the minimum 
wage while maintaining 
lawsthatthreaten prison for 
storeowners who raise their 
prices in excess of what 
state regulators determine. 
Even so — despite the 
heavy-handed crackdown 
thattrapped businesses like 
David’s— the reforms an¬ 
nounced three weeks ago 
represent the most serious 
bow to market forces in two 
decades of soc ia list rule. 
Developed in secret over 
several months with input 



InthisVifednesday, Sept 5,2018 photo, David David points ata photo of his brother Rankiin David, 
during an interview in his office in Santa Tbiesa Dei Tiiy, Venezueia. 
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from economic advisers to 
former Ecuadorian Presi¬ 
dent Rafael Correa, the 
plan consisted of some 
measures that Wall Street 
had been urging for years, 
like hiking give-away gas 
prices to close a yawning 
budget deficit and dis¬ 
mantling currency controls 
in place since 2003. Some 
opponents even accused 
Maduro of imposing a neo¬ 
liberal blueprint — the ul¬ 
timate insult in a country 
where hundredswere killed 
during days of looting the 
last time economic auster¬ 
ity was seriously attempted 
in 1989. "We now have to 
play another way, with 
Prussian fiscal discipline to 
definitively eliminate the 
printing of non-organic 
money a nd susta in the c re- 
ation of wealth through oil 
production, tourism and 
more-efficient collection of 
taxes," Maduro said in an¬ 
nouncing the reforms. He 
also encouraged support¬ 
ers to be vigilant against 
price-gouging and de¬ 
nounce merchants who 
raise prices "excessively." 
But most economists view 
the plan as half-baked and 
ill-suited fora nation sitting 
atop the world’s largest 
petroleum reserves. They 
argue that the minimum 
wage hike will bankrupt 
businesses and require the 


government to print boli¬ 
vars with abandon, further 
stoking inflation forecast to 
reach 1 million percent, ac¬ 
cording to the International 
Monetary Fund. 

In August, as a new cur¬ 
rency with five fewer zeros 
was being rolled out, prices 
jumped a whopping 223 
percent, according to a re¬ 
port by the opposition-con- 
trolled National Assembly. 
The central bank stopped 
regularly publishing infla¬ 
tion data in 2004. 

"To dismantle this requires 
dismantling the clientele 
base of Chavismo with all 
the obstacles fueled by 
ideology, populism and 
corruption," said Orlando 
Ochoa, an Oxford Univer¬ 
sity-trained economist who 
has been working the past 
two years with Venezuela’s 
opposition on an econom¬ 
ic transition plan. "Asking 
Maduro to come up with 
a complex recovery plan is 
like asking him to undertake 
a human mission to Mars" 
But government backers 
blame U.S. financial sanc¬ 
tions and what Maduro 
calls an "economic war" 
by hisopponents. 

Pedro Paez, a former anti¬ 
trust regulator in Ecuador, 
was among several officials 
linked to the leftist Cor¬ 
rea as well as experts from 
Russia, China and multilat¬ 


eral banks who attended 
meetings in J une with Vice 
President Tareck El Aissami 
to suggest ways out of Ven¬ 
ezuela’s economic mess. 

He believes that Venezu¬ 
ela’s biggest problem re¬ 
mains the price-setting 
power of its anti-govem- 
ment elite, which for years 
profited from access to 
the illegal currency mar¬ 
kets and almost free pub¬ 
lic utilities even as inflation 
slashed the wages of the 
working class in dollartemns 
to the lowest level in Latin 
America. 

"There’s no increase in the 
cost structure that justifies 
such brutal increases in 
prices," said Paez. 

But that’s hardly comfort¬ 
ing to small businesses 
Nationwide more than 130 
merchants have been ar¬ 
rested since the measures 
were announced, accord¬ 
ing to the chief prosecu¬ 
tor's office. They include 
store managers of the na¬ 
tion’s biggest pharmacy 
chain and at least two 
others — a Chinese grocer 
and a butcher — in Santa 
Teresa delTuy. 

Like many small business 
owners in Venezuela, the 
David family had become 
adroit at averting disaster. 
The business was started in 
1991 by David’s father, a 
mechanic who gradually 


built a chain of three stores 
Over the years the fam¬ 
ily business survived riots, 
a banking crisis and more 
recently a shortage of im¬ 
ports that depleted inven¬ 
tories by half. The day Da¬ 
vid was arraigned was the 
15th anniversary of his fa¬ 
ther’s murder in a botched 
carjacking. 

But David David, co-owner 
of the business, said that 
with his brother locked up, 
he doesn’t know how he’ll 
survive the potent mix of 
hyperinflation and ironclad 
controls. 

For the first time, he’s seri¬ 
ously considering perma¬ 
nently closing shop and 
joining the exodus of 2.3 
million Venezuelans who 
have fled the country in re¬ 
cent years. The only thing 
stopping him is the sup¬ 
port of loyal employees he 
says are family and who 
this week took the unusual 
step of holding a small pro¬ 
test outside their shuttered 
workplace with signs that 
read "Free Franklin" and 
"Let us work!" 

According to a police re¬ 
port obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press, a manager 
for the Miranda state gov¬ 
ernment visited the shop 
on Aug. 27 and asked for 
the price of a small engine 
part for a Toyota Tacoma 
pick-up. When he returned 
a week later, the price had 
jumped almost five-fold, to 
13,000 Bolivars, or about 
$210 at the new official ex¬ 
change rate. As part of the 
reform package, Maduro 
devalued the official rate 
by 95 percent. 

David David disputes the 
allegations in the com¬ 
plaint, but acknowledges 
that he had no choice to 
raise prices of his entire in¬ 
ventory by an average of 
30 percent to absorb part 
of the higher costs for im¬ 
ports and now a 60-fold 
increase in wages. He says 
he didn’t hike them more 
forfear it would’ve dried up 
the trickle of business he still 
has In any case, auto parts 
have never been subject 
to price caps like food and 
medicine, leaving him to 
wonder what his apolitical 
family did to deserve such 
treatmentG 
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V\l^lkthe PeifectMall 

By Linda Reijndeis 

ORANJ E51AD — Aniba is hot in eveiy sense of the 
woid, but not just in tempeiatuie. VUhen the sun is 
at its highest ■ prefer to beat the heat and escape 
to a comfy environment Ihe beach is a great op¬ 
tion, buti have a need to shop, have a coffee, waik 
around, stop, try on that cute hat or buy these avue- 
some shoes. After aii of that ■ crave fora cooi giass 
of wine and a iight snack Just before i meet my friend 
for dinner. Yes^ the perfect day! 

imagine doing aii ofthis, aii atone piace. 

VUhere? 

Ihe perfect mail.. 




Whetheryou're local orvisitor, you just have to go to Renaissance Mall 
in Downtown Oranjestad. 

You ask why? 

Look, malls a re everywhere. 

But according to Quora there are three main reasons why a mall is 
attractive. First reason: Popular brands Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Rolex, 
Prada, Dolce & Gabbana, Cartier, Chopard, CH Carolina Herrera, Mi¬ 
chael Kors, Kate Spade are only some ofthe over 30 stores in thisone- 
stop shopping Valhalla. Renaissance Mall hasthem all. 

The second reason Quora states: recreation and comfort. Well, Renais¬ 
sance Mall is covered, cool, offers clean public restrooms, is housed 
in an elegant building with a classy interior and invites guest to play a 
round atthe casino upstairs. Besidesthat, you're in midtown, the heart 
of 0 ra njesta d. 

The third reason that bringsthe customerin: Food! Of course, we need 
to fuel our inner body too and Renaissance has that ready for you. 
Starbucks, ora super lunch at Aquarius Restaurant and finish it all off 
with dinnerat LG. Smith's Steak & Chop House.: 

It'sTust an idea foryou, but I do it. 

The Sport 

Besidesthe offerings of the mall, I like the walking too. Itisa well-known 
fact that Dutchies-like me- have a love affair with walking and as a 
matter of fact Mall Walking is a sport in the United States Yes, it may 
sound crazy^butpeopl^actually walkand/orjog inside mallsforexer- 
cise. In myopinion a greathealth boost in combination with shopping. 
And it's even letter at Renaissance Mall, where you are out of the sun 
and haVirrestnoomsavailable aswell ascomfy seatsand benchesto 
take a moment of rest. I've got my hat and my new pair of shoes. I 
drank my wine and had a wonderful steak dinner and now, I will wan¬ 
der off to that sweet, soft suite at till)Renaissance Hotel. 

Try My Dream a nd.m SIeelBi'nqhtB : , ' 


Renaissance Mall is located in the heart of Oranjestad, a shortwalking distance from the Main Street, and opposite ofthe picturesque 
Renaissance Marina. Stores open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM. Find us on facebook.com/RenaissanceMal- 
land Marketplace 
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nomoting Health atV\/bik: A Basic Human Right 



POPTOFSPAIN — Ihe leality 
for mostpeisons isthatone- 
thiid of our adult life is spent 
at woik. Ihis can have a 
huge impact on the qual¬ 
ity of our life. As sue h, the 
conditions of woik and the 
work environment can ei- 
therhave a positive orneg- 
ative impact on our health 
and well-being," remarked 
Dr C. James Hospedales» 
Exec utive Director of the 
Caribbean F\iblic Health 
Agency (CARPHA) in ob- 
servarree of Caribbean 
Wellness Day 2018. 

The United Nations (UN), 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion (WHO) and the Inter¬ 
national Labour Organisa¬ 
tion (ILO) state that every 
individual has a right to 
healthy and safe work and 
to a work environment that 
enables him orherto live a 
socially and economically 
productive life. 

In keeping with this basic 
human right to health at 
work, Caribbean Wellness 
Day (CWD) 2018, which 


will be celebrated across 
the Caribbean region on 
Saturday 8th September, 
bears the theme. Healthy 
Communities: Preserving 

the Workforce. CARPHA is 
therefore urging persons to 
Be healthy, stay healthy.... 
it’s your job! 

The need for work place 
health promotion in disease 
prevention and wellness is 
critical, as the Caribbean 
remains the region of the 
Americas worst affected 
by the epidemic of chronic 
non-communicable diseas¬ 
es (NCDs), such as heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, 
diabetes and chronic re¬ 
spiratory diseases. In Latin 
America and the Caribbe¬ 
an, NCDs are the leading 
cause of premature death, 
accounting for nearly half 
of all deaths of persons un¬ 
der 70 years, and for two 
out of three deaths overall. 

Dr Hospedales said "this is 
a serious concern for our 
Region because treat¬ 
ing preventable NCDs is 
very costly and it imposes 


a large economic burden 
on patients, their families, 
businesses, governments, 
social security and society 
at large. A closer look at 
diabetes tells us that it is a 
major cause of admissions 
to hospitals, kidney failure, 
blindness and limb ampu¬ 
tations in the Region." He 
stated that treatment of 
hypertension and diabe¬ 
tes in selected Caribbean 
countries is estimated to 
cost 1.4% to 8.0 % of G ross 
Domestic Product (GDP), 
noting that "the costs are 
simply not sustainable for 


our small, fragile islands 
and low-lying states." 

Although the CARPHA Ex¬ 
ecutive Director acknowl¬ 
edges that workers have a 
responsibility for their own 
health, he believes that 
employers also have a role 
to play. He is therefore en¬ 
couraging employers to 
prioritize the development 
of healthy workplace poli¬ 
cies, provision of supportive 
work environments and en¬ 
hancing personal health 
skills of their employees 
Caribbean Wellness Day is 


an annual event launched 
in 2008, geared at rais¬ 
ing the profile of NCDs, 
which continue to severely 
and adversely impact the 
health and economic de¬ 
velopment of the Carib¬ 
bean. CARPHA continues 
to collaborate with the Ca¬ 
ribbean Community (CARI- 
COM), and other regional 
and international organisa¬ 
tions, to help shape region¬ 
al and country-level policy 
and programsthataddress 
NCDs for the health and 
well-being of this and fu¬ 
ture generations. □ 


R1VILLE 2018 and Ftinstacle Masleis 2018 



ORANJ ESIAD — RIVIllE 
2018 "Aiuba Htness Fes¬ 
tival" has started and this 
year they teamed up with 
Ftinstacle Masters to make 
the event even bigger. A 
weekend filled with activi¬ 
ties forthe entile femily. Be¬ 
ing active, eating healthy, 
enjoying life with yourfem- 
ily and fnends is their main 
goal. 

FITVILLE: " ARUBA FITNESS 
FESTIVAL" is a competition 
of Crossfit, a high-intensity 
fitness program incorporat¬ 
ing elements from several 
sports and types of exer¬ 


cise. A total of 50 teams 
are taking part. Every team 
consist of 2 athletes There 
are competitors from all 
overthe world such asSwe- 
den Suriname, USA, Domin¬ 
ican Republic, Curacao, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Puerto 
Rico and Aruba. 

Funstacle Masters is a run/ 
walking event with various 
challenging yet fun obsta¬ 
cles to make the reach to 
the finish line an enjoyable 
experience! Funstacle Mas¬ 
ters Aruba is celebrating its 
5th anniversary this year. 
In honor of this milestone. 


they are going to take the 
fun and the obstacles to a 
whole other level with Fun¬ 
stacle Masters X-TTTA Fun. 
EitherYou Masterthe Fun or 
the Obstacles 

There is a Iso Activities Well¬ 
ness taking place which 
demonstrates different 
practices such as Aerials, 
body Sculpt, Row-wod- 
yoga. Antigravity Aerial 
Yoga, kickboxing. Body 
Pump and Zumba. There 
will be Seminars, Clinics, 
Demonstrations, Products 
exposure. Food, Music and 
Dancing hereby creating a 
complete spectator expe¬ 
rience forthe whole fam¬ 
ily and visitors. Uvng and 
eating healthy Isa very im¬ 
portant part of this event 
thereforall overthe Harbor 
Arena you will find differ¬ 
ent activities for the youth 
to give awareness of the 
importance of leading a 
healthy lifestyle and there 
is also more than 25 differ¬ 
ent attractions for the kids 
to keep them entertained. 


On Saturday the event will 
be from 2 PM till 11 Pm and 
on Sunday from 2 PM till 10 
Pm. For more information 


visit their their facebook 
page Fitville Caribbean 
Championship orFunstacle 
Masters. □ 
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Guamnteedl • 


583.5000,1 ca5]ni}QlhQmbrQ.cotn 


CASINO AND.SHOPS * 


Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1pm! 

$6 for 4-Cord BINGO l| B Gomes to Ploy 

$1/000 in 

Cash Prizes 

Addilional S500 Cosh Prize in our Monihly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your cord before noon! 






THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering d wide voriety of Retoil Si Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Ffovors [ Arubo Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Gloss | CurotedLab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 
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"ARUBA ISLAND 1AKE OVER" FE51IVAL 


ORANJ ESIAD: Ihe official launch of 
"Aruba Island lake Over" Festival 
took place at Moomba Beach. A 4 
day festival which will take overour 
island with diffieient parties and a 
mega corKert 

From Novemberlsttill November4th 
f 2018 Aruba will be hosting the first 
edition of "Aruba Island Take Over" 
festival. Artist such asj. Balvin, Bad 
Bunny, Alex Sensation and Aruba's 
famousartistj eon will be presenting 
during this festival. Numerous DJ's 
will also be part of this event with a 
mixture of urban music, reggaeton, 
house, techno and so much more. 
During these 4 days you will experi¬ 
ence several partiessuch ashappy 
hour, pool party, beach party, boat 
party and off course the concert of 
the year. 

Aruba Tourism Authority together 
with different partners are teaming 
up to present this big event. The fes¬ 
tival is expected to attract a great 
quantity of visitors to our island, 
young and old. 

For more information visit their web¬ 
site www.islandtakeover.com. □ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteedl • 



Open daily IjOaiti to 4am Ti.E. Irausquin B[v(l#47^ 
583.5000 J ictisjnoolhombra.com 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

rnrr ^ 

Get a r K E C Alhambra T-Shirt 


ft^SHOP 

£AT®WlN 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering o wide variety of Retoil & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Fiovors | Arubo Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Gloss | CurotedLab 
Hungry Piranho | The Lazy liiard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables i 


CASINO AND SHOPS ^ 

.'-A ' • - ■ -'W-- , 


when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club cord! 






Cultural Parade 2018 



SAN NICOLAAS — A parade filled 
with livid colots, lovely people, good 
music all expressing the love for the 
Aruban Culture. Ihe Cultural Parade 
2018 is an annual event that takes 
place in the city of Brazil to com¬ 
memorate the Old Aruba. 

fhisyeara total of 15 groupsdivided 
into 10 sections presented their cre¬ 
ations. All groups were accompa¬ 
nied by theirown musical band orby 
a DJ. Sembra Alegria a group from 
Curacao also participated in this 
event. People of all ages dressed in 
their colorful costumes and danced 
throughout the entire route on 
rhythms of our ancestors. The love 
and appreciation for our culture 
could be seen on the happyfacesof 
aIIthe participants. 

The main purpose of this parade is to 
keep ourCultural heritage alive and 
pass it on from generation to gener¬ 
ation. It’s a mutual cooperation be¬ 
tween musicians, designers, sewers, 
families, who come together and 
give their utmost to make this a suc¬ 
cessful event. People on the side of 
the road where cheering, applaud¬ 
ing and enjoying every single bit of 
the parade. □ 
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Schauflele 
in liontat 
BMW by 2 
shots while 
Woods fells 
back 

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
NEWTOWN SQUARE, Pa. 
(AP) — Ryder Cup cap¬ 
tain J im Furyk had an easy 
time deciding on three of 
his four picks for the Ryder 
Cup. 

Xander Schauffeie is mak¬ 
ing the iaSt one a iittie more 
difficult. 

Schauffeie nearly holed a 
wedge on his second hole, 
rolled in a 40-foot birdie 
putt in the middle of his 
round Friday and wound 
up with a 6-under64 in the 
BMW Championship for 
the lowest 36-hole score of 
his career and a two-shot 
lead overj ustin Rose. 

"I'm sort of in a position 
where I feel like a win is 
the only way I'd even be in 
consideration," Schauffeie 
said. 

He also made it more dif¬ 
ficult on Woods, who again 
goes into a weekend have 
to catch up to the leaders. 
One day after he opened 
with a 62 — his lowest 
score since his last victory 
more than five years ago 
— Woods went eight holes 
before his first birdie and 
didn't make many after 
that. He finished with two 
straight bogeys for a 70 
that left him five shofs be¬ 
hind in a tie for 12th. 

"Very simple. I didn’t make 
any putts," Woods said. "I 
hit a lot of beautiful putts 
that were on the top of the 
edge, and then obviously 
hit a couple bad ones on 
the last hole, but looked 
like all the putts were going 
to in. But they didn't go in 
today." 



Serena Williams reacts after defeating Anastasija Sevastova, of Latvia, during the semifinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, 
Thursday, Sept. 6 , 2018, in New York. 


Continued on Page 18 
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ligerVUbods plays his shot fiom the 13th tee during the first lound of the BMW Championship golf 
tournament at Aionimink Golf Club, Ihursday, Sept 6,2018, in Newtown Square, Ra. 

Associated FVess 


SCHAUFFEIE 

Continued from Previous Rage 

Schauffele wasat 13-under 
127 and will be paired in 
the third round Saturday 
with a familiar figure in 
Philadelphia. Rose, who 
played bogey-free fora 64, 
won the ATSjT National at 
Aronimink in 2010, and he 
captured his only majorat 
nearby Merion in the 2013 
U.S. Open. 

"Cheese steaks, I guess," 
Rose said. "I played well. 
The crowd latched onto it, 
forsure. I get good support 
around here. It's nice when 
they're reminding you all 
the time that it's your town, 
as well. It's nice to have the 
added bit of enthusiasm 
from the crowd." 

Aronimink was even 
softer than the opening 
round from a burst of rain 
overnight. Starting times 
were moved up four hours 
because of a forecast for 
more rain. The trick Friday, 
when the average score 
was 67.33, was to avoid 
wedges that spun too 
much to back pin positions. 
Hideki Matsuyama, who 
started the FedEx Cup 
playoffsat No. 76, had a 64 
and was in a group three 
shots behind that included 
Keegan Bradley, Alex 
Noren and Rickie Fowler. 
Matsuyama suddenly is in 
position to be among the 


30 players who advance 
to East Lake in Atlanta in 
two weeks for the Tour 
Championship. 

The same is true for Brad ley 
and for Noren, the Swede 
who makes his Ryder Cup 
debut at the end of the 
month. Noren holed out for 
eagle on the par-5 ninth for 
a 66, while Bradley keeps 
flirting with contention in 
these playoff events 
Rory Mcliroy (67), FedEx 
Cup champion Justin 
Thomas(67) and J ason Day 
(64) were at9-underl31. 


Schauffele also needs a 
good week to get to East 
Lake, though he would like 
to extend his season an 
additional week in France 
atthe RyderCup. 

A runner-up at the British 
Open, the 24-year-old 
from San Diego finished 
12th in the Ryder Cup 
standings Furyk used three 
of his picks Tuesday night 
on Bryson DeChambeau, 
Phil Mickelson and Woods 
— Nos 9, 10, 11 in the 
standings — and has one 
more pick after the BMW 


Championship. 

Tony Finau is regarded the 
leading candidate, and 
he did nothing to hurt his 
chances. 

Finau made seven birdies 
in his round of 64 and goes 
into the final 36 holes at 
Aronimink just five shots 
behind. 

'The possibilities are cool, 
the potential of what could 
happen," Finau said. "But 
nothing good comes from 
thinking too far ahead. 

I got a couple rounds in 
front of me, 36 holes to try 


and win this tournament. 
And winning takes care of 
everything." 

Woods once used that 
phrase — "winning takes 
care of everything" — 
when he returned to No. 1 
in the world after his injuries 
in 2013. Winning remains 
elusive, a cold putterdidn't 
do too much damage after 
starting with a 62. 

He missed a 4-foot par putt 
on the par-3 fifth hole and 
didn't convert any of the 
birdie putts from the 20- 
foot range. What he made 
on Thursday, he missed on 
Friday. 

"I hit it just as good and putt 
it just as good,"Woods said. 
"Nothing went in. That's the 
way it goes" 

Schauffele said he was 
on a mission, and the 
Ryder Cup was merely a 
byproduct. He was the 
PGA Tourrookie of the year 
last season after winning 
the Tour Championship for 
his second PGA Tour title. 
Now, results are harder to 
find. 

His mission? 

'] ust prove to myself that I 
can win again and just be 
clutch," he said. "I always 
thought I was rather a 
clutch player coming 
down the stretch and this 
year has said otherwise. I'm 
trying to prove it to myself 
again.'□ 


Oveiwatch League expanding to Raris» D.C. and aciossChina 



In this J uly 28, 2018, file photo, London Spitfiie playeis compete against the Philadelphia Rjsion 
during the Ovenwatch league Grand Hnals competition at Barclays Center in the Brookiyn 
borough of New York. 

Associated Ress 


^ JAKE SEINER 

AP Sports VUKter 

NEW YORK (AR — The 

Overwatch Ljeague has 
announced six new fran¬ 
chises, bringing the global 
esport league's total to 20 
heading into its second 
season. 

The league announced 
clubs in Paris; Washington; 
Toronto; Vancouver, Brit¬ 
ish Columbia; and Chinese 
teams in Chengdu and 
Hangzhou. The league 
added franchises in Atlan¬ 
ta and Guangzhou, China, 
eariierthisseason. 

The Paris team will be op¬ 
erated by Drew McCourt, 
the son of former Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers owner Frank 
McCourt. Drew McCourt 
has worked for his father 
at the Dodgers. Frank Mc¬ 
Court also owns French 
soccer club Olympique de 
Marseille. Frank McCourt's 
ownership of the Dodgers 


ended after the club filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection in 2011. Drew 
McCourt is branching out 
from his father's McCourt 
Global to operate the es- 
ports franchise, and Frank 


McCourtwon'tbe involved. 
Paris joins London as the 
only European Overwatch 
League franchises. The 
league will have 11 U.S. 
teams, two in Canada, one 
in Seoul and four in Chi¬ 


na, including the existing 
Shanghai club. 

The push into China is criti¬ 
cal for the league, which 
drew much of itsviewership 
from China in its first sea¬ 
son despite having just one 


franchise located there, 
according to Pete Vlaste- 
lica, CEO of Activision Bliz¬ 
zard Esports Leagues. 
Overwatch has expanded 
its reach and added po¬ 
tentially pivotal partners in 
Huya and Bilibili, streaming 
platforms that purchased 
the Chengdu and Hang¬ 
zhou clubs, respectively. 
The league had agree¬ 
ments to stream matches 
on NetEase, Douyu and 
Panda last season — Ne¬ 
tEase owns the Shanghai 
franchise — but Vlastelica 
said the league is in dis¬ 
cussions to shuffle that ar¬ 
rangement for 2019. 

Ljondon beat Philadelphia 
for the inaugural Over¬ 
watch Ljeague champion¬ 
ship in j uly. All the league's 
teams are based in Los 
Angeles currently, with 
OWL aiming to begin true 
home-and-away matches 
in 2020.a 









lAi: 


Serena seeks a recoid-tying 
tide, Osaka a fiistatUS Open 
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Naomi Osaka, of Japan, smiles after defeating Madison Keys 
during the semifinals of the U.S Open tennis toumameni; Ihuis- 
day. Sept 6, 2018, in New Yoik. 

Associated Ress 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
NEW YORK (Al^ — For Ser¬ 
ena Williams, there was no 
'Vva it until next yea r" d uring 
the last U.S. Open. 

In the past, whenever a 
Grand Slam tournament 
ended without Williams 
holding the trophy, there 
was always the belief she 
could simply win the next 
one. She wasthe best play¬ 
er in the game, maybe the 
best ever, and she was go¬ 
ing to be a favorite as soon 
asshe showed up again. 
But she wasn't thinking 
abouttennisatthistime last 
year. 

She wasthinking about sur- 
viva I. 

That's what makes this such 
a memorable run to anoth¬ 
er U.S. Open final, where 
she will play first-time final¬ 
ist Naomi Osaka of Japan 
on Saturday with a chance 
to win a re cord-tying 24th 
Grand Slam singles title. 
Williams lost in the Wimble¬ 
don final, but has given 
herself another chance 
even faster than perhaps 
she could have imagined 
last September, when she 
would have fouroperations 
following the birth of her 


daughter, Olympia, during 
the Open because of com¬ 
plications related to blood 
clots. 

'To come from that," Wil¬ 
liams said, "in the hospi¬ 
tal bed, not being able to 
move and walk and do 
anything, now only a year 
later. I'm not training, but 
I'm actually in these finals, 
in two in a row." 

She has won six of her 23 
major titles in New York, 
and with a victory would 
equal Margaret Court's re¬ 
cord. On the otherside, the 
20-year-old Osaka could 
be the first Grand Slam sin- 
gleschampion from] apan 
and the youngest women's 
champion atthe U.S. Open 
since Maria Sharapova was 
19 in 2006. 

Osaka wasn't even a year 
old when Williamsplayed in 
her first U.S. Open in 1998. 
She dreamed when she 
was younger of playing 
Williams in a Grand Slam 
final, earning her chance 
with a Willia ms-esq ue 
waltz through the draw in 
which she'sdropped just 28 
games over six matches. 

"At the same time, I feel 
like even though I should 


enjoy this moment, I should 
still think of it as another 
match,"Osaka said. 'Yeah, 

I shouldn't really thinkof her 
as, like, my idol. I should just 
try to play heras an oppo¬ 
nent." 

They played in March in 
Miami, when Williams was 
early in her return to tour 
and Osaka had just won 
Indian Wells, a significant 
victory for what remains 
her first lone professional ti¬ 
tle. Osaka won 6-3, 6-2, but 
both players know there's 
not much to take from the 
match given the timing. 

"I mean, I was breast-feed¬ 
ing at the time, so it was a 
totally different situation," 
Williams said. "It was what 
it was I mean, hopefully I 
won't play like that again. 

I can only go up from that 
match." 

She has, and she'll be only 
one spot out of the top 10 
in the rankings if she wins 
after she was barely in the 
top 500 in March. 

But Williams is much more 
interested in major titles 
than rankings. She hasn't 
won one at the U.S. Open 
since 2014 or anywhere 
since the 2017 Australian 


Open, when while preg¬ 
nant she became women's 
tennis' oldest Grand Slam 
champion at 35. 

She will turn 37 on Sept. 26, 
unsure when she'll fully get 
backto the playershe was 
before her health scares 


But even if it's not Saturday, 
she believes it will happen. 

"I just feel like not only is my 
future bright, even though 
I'm not a spring chicken, 
but I still have a very, very 
bright future," Williams 
said .□ 


Mike Bryan, Sock win LLS Open, butiemaina tempoiaiyteam 



jack Sock, lefe and Mike Bryan hold the trophy alter defeat¬ 
ing liikasz Kubot of Poland, and Marcelo Melo, of Brazil, in the 
men's doubles final of the U.Sb Open tennis tournament Biday, 
Sept 7, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Ress 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mike Bry¬ 
an, now with more Grand 
Slam doubles titles than 
any man, can pickhispart- 
nership next year. 

He can go back to twin 
brother Bob, who expects 
to return from a hip injury. 
Or he can stick with jack 
Sock, keeping together a 
perfect pairing in Grand 
Slam tournaments 
"I think Bob is maybe the 
front-runner if he gets 
healthy,"Mike said. 

Sock sure has given him 
something to think about, 
though. 

The pair won its second 
straight Grand Slam dou¬ 
bles title together, beating 
Lxikasz Kubot and Marcelo 
Melo 6-3, 6-1 on Friday at 
the U.S. Open. 

That gave Mike Bryan his 
18th Grand Slam doubles 


title, breaking a tie with 
John Newcombe, and at 
40 years, 4 months he be¬ 
came the oldest Grand 
Slam doubles champion in 
the professional era. 

Six of his titles, also a re¬ 
cord, have come at the 
U.S. Open. 

The first 16 titles came with 
Bob, who was sidelined. 
So Mike contacted Sock, 
a past doubles champion 
at Wimbledon who wasn't 
planning to playthisyearso 
he could foe us on singles. 
Sockquickly reconsidered. 
'They are the greatest 
team to ever play this sport 
in doubles, and to be able 
to be a part of that on 
the same side of the court 
— I mean, I have played 
against them many times, 
and seeing what that looks 
like is not fun," Sock said. 
"So, to be on the same side 


with one of them and to 
now hold two pretty big tro¬ 
phies is extra special." 

Bryan and Sock, seeded 
third, are the first team to 
win consecutive Grand 
Slam doubles titles since 


Mike and Bob won four in a 
row from 2012-13. They are 
the first pair to win Wimble¬ 
don and the U.S. Open in 
the same year since J onas 
Bjorkman and Todd Wood- 
bridge in 2003. 


So what about the idea of 
keeping a good thing go¬ 
ing? 

"If Bob and I lose our first 
match, then we'll talk," 
M ike sa id. 

He added that his brother 
has been supportive of the 
team, and even called and 
talked to both players im¬ 
mediately after the match. 
Mike said his success with 
Sock has motivated Bob in 
his recovery to come back 
and leave tennison hisown 
terms, instead of because 
of injury. 

He joked to Sock that may¬ 
be he could play Bob forhis 
spot, though Sock under¬ 
stand s he's just te mp o ra ry. 
"I'm the triplet now, I think," 
he said. Kubot and Melo, 
seeded seventh, were try¬ 
ing to win their second ma¬ 
jor together, having won 
Wimbledon in 2017.Q 
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Foies shows off catching skills; Eagles beat Fa Icons 18-12 



AHanla Falcons'Julio Jones, lefl;cannotcatcha pass in the end zone nextto Philadelphia Eagles^ 
Ronald Daifoy during the final second of an NR. football game eariy Riday, Sept 7, 2018, in 
Philadelphia. Philadelphia won 18-12. 

Associated FYess 


By ROBMAADDI 
PHILADEIPHIA (AP) — Nick 
Foies could end up playing 
a new position when Car- 
son Wentz comes back if 
he keeps this up. 

Foies caught another pass 
in a clutch spot to spark 
a sputtering offense that 
looked out of sync and the 
defense picked up right 
where it left off last time it 
faced Atlanta. 

After seeing their "world 
champions" banner un¬ 
veiled, the Philadelphia 
Eagles took the first step 
toward trying to become 
the first team to repeat in 
14 years by stopping Matt 
Ryan to J ulio J ones on the 
final play again in an 18-12 
victory over the Falcons on 
Thursday night. 

Foies hardly looked like Su¬ 
per Bowl MVP until coach 
Doug Pederson called his 
number in the third quarter 
when the offense needed 
a spark. Foies caught a 15- 
yard pass from Nelson Ag- 
holorto extend a drive that 
ended with J ay Ajayi scor¬ 
ing the first of his two touch¬ 
down runs. 

"It's great to have it at the 
right time if you can catch 
a team (off guard)," Foies 
said. "Everybody loves a 
good trick play." 

Foies caught a 1-yard TD 
pass from tight end Trey 
Burton in the first ha If of Phil- 
adelphia's 41-33 win over 
New England in the Super 
Bowl. Foies asked Pederson 
on the sideline if he wanted 
"Philly Philly" but called the 
play "Philly Special" in the 
huddle. This one was "Philly 
Philly" and Pederson said 
he bomowed it from New 
England's playbook. Tom 
Brady dropped that pass. 
"Offensively, we were sort 
of misfiring a little bit," Ped¬ 
erson said. '] ust were look¬ 
ing for a big play, some¬ 
body to make a play. It felt 
like the right time." 

If the Eagles need any help 
at receiver once Wentz is 
cleared to play after knee 
surgery last December, 
Foies is ready to go. 

Well, not really. 

A sloppy, mistake-filled 
game that featured 26 
penalties came down to 
Ryan throwing an incom¬ 
plete pass to J ones in the 
left comer of the end zone 


on the final play from Phila¬ 
delphia 's5. 

J ones could n't come down 
with Ryan's pass from the 
2 in the right comer of the 
end zone in Atlanta's 15-10 
loss in the divisional round in 
J anuary. 

"It was deja vu," said cor- 
nerback Ronald Darby, 
who covered J ones on the 
last play this time around in¬ 
stead ofjalen Mills 'Jones 


is one of the best but we 
got the stop." 

A weather delay pushed 
kickoff back 45 minutes, 
forcing fans to wait a bit 
longer for the champion¬ 
ship ceremony. Wearing his 
gold Hall of Fame jacket, 
former safety Brian Dawkins 
riled up the sellout crowd 
with owner] effrey Lurie by 
his side and led a chorus of 
"Fly Eagles Fly." 


It was the most excitement 
fora while on a hot, muggy 
night that seemed more 
like an August preseason 
game than a playoff re¬ 
match. Both teams looked 
rusty after many starters 
didn't play much in pre¬ 
season. 

Here are some things we 
learned from the game: 
RED ZDNE WOES: The Fal- 
conswere 1 for5 in the red 


zone after struggling inside 
the opponents' 20 last year. 
Second-year offensive co¬ 
ordinator Steve Sarkisian 
spent plenty of time in the 
offseason trying to improve 
the team's scoring efficien¬ 
cy. Jones only had three 
TD catches last season. He 
had 10 receptions for 169 
yard shut did n't score. 

"It's never discouraging," 
J ones said/ 'We just got to 
keep working, stick togeth- 
erand make playsand get 
thingscalled down there." 
j AY TRAIN 

j ay Ajayi had 62yardsrush- 
ing 0 n 15 c a nies. His 11-ya rd 
TD run and 2-point conver¬ 
sion gave the Eagles a 
lead with 2:25 left. Ajayi ran 
in from the 1 on the drive 
Foies made the catch. 

"I knew I would have a 
good day if I just stayed be¬ 
ing myself and being the 
j ayTra in,"Ajayi said. 
HEALTHY HICKS 
Eagles linebacker Jordan 
Hickshad iy 2 sacks in his first 
game since rupturing his 
Achilles tendon last Octo¬ 
ber. Hicks also committed 
a penalty on fourth down 
that allowed the Fa Icons to 
have one more play at the 
end but the defense bailed 
him out. 

'The ability to get back out 
there and have fun and 
celebrate and have pas¬ 
sion no matter the play, it 
feelsgood," Hicks said. 

INJ DRIES 

Falcons safety Keanu Neal 
left the game with a knee 
injury in the first half but 
coach Dan Quinn said it 
doesn't appear serious 
Long snapper Josh Harris 
had his streak of 103 con¬ 
secutive games played 
end because ofa hip injury. 
Wentz, who hasn't been 
medically cleared for con¬ 
tact, threw passes and did 
other drills while wearing a 
brace on his left knee dur¬ 
ing warmupsQ 
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Lindorpoweis Indians Id 9-4win over Blue Jays 



Cleveland Indians' Rancisco Under hHsa bioken-bat single to drive in two mns against the 1b- 
lonto Blue J ays during the fifth inning of a basebaii game Ihuisday, Sept 6> 2018, in Ibionto. 

Associated Ress 


^ Ihe Assoc iated Ress 
IDROIsno (AP) — Fra nc isc o 

Undorhad two solo homers 
and fourRBIs, rookie Shane 
Bieberpitched into the sev¬ 
enth inning to remain un¬ 
beaten in nine road starts 
and the Cleveland Indians 
beat the Toronto Blue J ays 
9-4 on Thursday night for 
theirthird straight win. 
Cleveland trimmed its 
magic numberto seven for 
clinching a third consecu¬ 
tive AL Central champion¬ 
ship. 

Undor connected on Sam 
Gaviglio's third pitch for his 
10th career leadoff homer 
and seventh this season. 
He went deep to right off 
Gaviglio again in the third 
for his eighth career mul¬ 
tihomer game. Undor has 
33 home runs, matching 
his total from last year. He 
added a two-run single in 
the fifth and singled again 
in the ninth. 

Toronto's Rowdy Tellez 
doubled in the second 
and fourth after getting a 
pinch-hit double in his de¬ 
but Wednesday, making 
him the first player in major 
league history with extra- 
base hits in each of his first 
three plate appearances 
J ason Kipnis hit a three-run 
homer off Blue J ays reliever 
MarkLeiterJ r. in the ninth. 
Bieber (9-3) allowed four 
runs, three earned, and 


seven hits in 6 1/3 innings. 
He improved to 5-0 away 
from home. 

Gaviglio (3-8) gave up five 
runs in 4 1/3 innings to lose 
for the fourth time in five 
starts 

BRAVES7, DIAMONDBACKS 
6, 10 INNINGS 

PHOENIX (AP) — Dansby 
Swanson scored the go- 
ahead run on Yoshihisa 
Hirano's wild pitch in the 


10th inning, and Atlanta 
regrouped to beat Arizona 
after blowing a two-run 
lead in the ninth. 

Coming off a three-game 
sweep by Boston, the 
NL East-leading Braves 
jumped on Tack Greinke 
with homers by Kurt Suzuki 
and Johan Camargo to 
lead 6-4 heading into the 
ninth. But then A.J. Pollock 
hit a sacrifice fly and Paul 


Goldschmidt tied it with a 
homeroff winner j esse Bid¬ 
dle (5-1). 

The Braves loaded the bas¬ 
es against Brad Boxberger 
(2-6) in the 10th before Hi- 
rano uncorked a wild pitch 
that scored Swanson. 

Brad Bach worked around 
a walk for his first save with 
Atia nta. 

Nick Markakis had four hits 
and a run-scoring single 


in the ninth for the Braves, 
who increased theirdivision 
lead to 3y2gamesoverPhil- 
adelphia. 

Arizona has lost five of sixto 
fall 2 y 2 games behind first- 
place Colorado in the NL 
West. 

Nick Ahmed hit a three-run 
double for the Diamond- 
backs CUBS 6, NATIONALS 
4, 10 INNINGS 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Pinch-hitter David Bote had 
an RBI double and scored 
in the 10th inning as Chi¬ 
cago came back to beat 
Washington in the opener 
of a four-game series. 

Bote, who hit a two-out 
grand slam in the bottom of 
the ninth to give the Cubs 
a 4-3 win over the Nation¬ 
als on Aug. 12 in Chicago, 
knocked a 100mphfastball 
from Jimmy Cordero (1-2) 
into right field to score Al¬ 
bert Almora J r. Bote came 
home on a single by pinch- 
hitter Taylor Da vis. 

Daniel Murphy went 1 for 
5 with a strikeout in his first 
return to Washington since 
the Nationalstraded him to 
the Cubson Aug 21. 
Chicago leadsthe NLCen- 
tral by 4y2 games over Mil¬ 
waukee. Washington has 
lost three straight to fall to 
69-72. Pedro Strop (5-1) 
pitched a scoreless ninth, 
and Jesse Chavez earned 
histhird save.Q 


Shapilo will 'shed no tears' for Indians' Chief V\/hhoo logo 



Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Shane Bieberthiowsto a Ib¬ 
ionto Blue Jays batter during the first inning of a baseball game 
Thursday, Sept 6, 2018, in Tbionto. 

Associated Ress 


1DRON10 (AF^ — Blue J ays 
president and CEO Mark 
Shapiro spent more than 
two decades working for 
the Cleveland Indians He'll 
"shed no tears" when the 
Chief Wahoo logo disap¬ 
pears from Indians uniforms 
next season. 

The Indians are wearing 
grey road uniforms without 
the controversial logo on 
the left sleeve during their 
current four game seriesat 
Toronto. 

During histime with the Indi¬ 
ans, Shapiro played a lead 
role in establishing a block 
'C" as Cleveland's logo. It 
replaced the cartoonish 
image of a big-toothed 
American Indian with a 
scarlet face and a single 


feather in his headdress. 

"I never said it when I was in 
Cleveland, but I struggled 
with Chief Wahoo from the 
day I got there in 1992 to 
the day I left,"said Shapiro, 
who joined Toronto in No¬ 
vember, 2015. "I washappy 
to see it consistently get di¬ 
minished, and I will shed no 
tears when it's gone com¬ 
pletely." 

In J anuary, the Indians an¬ 
nounced plans to remove 
the logo from their uniforms 
next year. The move came 
after decades of protests 
and complaints that the 
grinning, red-faced carica¬ 
ture used in one version or 
another since 1947 is racist. 
That decision not to wear 
the controversial logo in 


Toronto was partly driven 
by a failed legal challenge 
against the Indians when 


they played north of the 
border during the 2016 
American League Cham¬ 


pionship Series. During the 
playoffs, a lawsuit was filed 
while the club was playing 
in Toronto to get the logo 
and team name banned 
from Canadian TV. A judge 
dismissed the case. 

Shapiro said he wasn't es¬ 
pecially moved by getting 
a first glimpse at how the In¬ 
dia ns will look full-time next 
year. 

"I'm focused on the Blue 
jays," Shapiro said. "I guess 
there's a small part of me 
that kind of says 'Good, it's 
about time.'" 

Cleveland will host the All- 
Star Game next season. 
The Indians will return to 
their regular uniforms when 
they visit Tampa Bay next 
week.G 
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At41 and going sbong, 1bm 
Biady awaits a 19th season 



Inihisj une 5,2018, file photo. New Bigland l^liiolsquaiteiback 
1bm Biady steps onto the field atfiie slaitof an NH.foo1ball mlnl- 
camp practice. In Foxboiough, Mass. 

Associated Bess 


By MIKE SHAUN 
Associated Press 
POXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— He's41 now but the joy is 
still there for Tom Brady. 

"It's a blessing to be able 
to do it," the New England 
quarterback said Friday as 
he awaits his 19th NFL sea¬ 
son with Sunday's home 
game against the Houston 
Texans. "I love playing foot¬ 
ball. I love the sport and 
I've been doing it fora long 
time so I'm not sure what 
life would be like without it." 
He got a taste of that 10 
years ago when he was 
lost for the season in the 
opening game and he was 
suspended for the first four 
games of the 2016 season 
for Deflate gate. 

"I've had a few experiences 
where I haven't been out 
there, and I haven't liked 
those very much," he said. 

"I love playing football," 
he added. "I love being 
out there, the preparation, 
what it takes to be a great 
player. Those things are still 
very enjoyable forme and 
there's no place I'd rather 
be Sunday afternoon at 1 
o'clock, playing here and 
playing well." 

Patriots running back 
James White says Brady 
comes readyto work every 
day. 

"Competitor, from eat¬ 
ing (right) to studying, to 
getting to know his team¬ 
mates, he knows who ev¬ 
erybody in this locker room 
inside and out," he said. 
'] ustthe way he works, you 
just want to emulate a guy 
like that — all the success 
that he's had in this league. 
He's a great leader for us 
and there's no better ex¬ 
ample thatyou want to fol¬ 
low." 

Brady, who recently said 
he'd like to play until he's 
45, says his experience is 
a true asset as he seeks a 
sixth Super Bowl title. 

"I think you can use it to a 
real advantage if you do 
things the right way," he 
said. "I feel like I have a 
lot of experience, a lot of 
knowledge and I plan to 
use it. I mean, football's fun 
for me. I feel like I can go 


out there, I can anticipate 
a lot of things. I've seen all 
the coverages — we have 
a lot of answers to the test. 
Now you just got to go do 
it. 

"Most athletes, by the time 
you get to a certain point 
you start to figure it out 
mentally and physically it 
becomes really hard. So, 
trying to be my best physi¬ 
cally and be my best men¬ 
tally and that's a good 
place to be." 

As for his conditioning, 
Brady says he is comfort¬ 
able with his situation con¬ 
cerning his persona I trainer, 
Alex Guerrero. Guerrero 
was removed from team 
flights last season but has 
reappeared as a sign of 
some sort of understanding 
involving coach Bill Belich- 
ic k. 

'We work together," Brady 
said. "I don't want to bring 
on any drama this year — 
just foe us on what I want to 
do and be a greatfootball 
player for this team and 
try to be a good example 
in the locker room and 
provide great leadership. 
That's where my focus is — 
I know we want to often 


times talk about a lot of 
other things, but I just really 
want to stick to football." 
Brady starts this sea son with 
Danny Amendola now in 
Miami and J ulian Edelman 
suspended for the first four 
games for a PED violation. 
There are five wide receiv¬ 
ers on the roster, two of 
them added in the last five 
days 

"I have confidence in 
them, certainly," he said. 
"Phillip (Dorsett) and Chris 
(Hogan) obviously I played 
a lot with them last year, 
Cordanelle (Patterson) is 
new and he's done some 
good things, obviously, the 
reason why he's here. He's 
a really good player and 
he's been productive in the 
league. 

'To be on this team, you 
have to be a good foot¬ 
ball player and the guys 
that are out there certainly 
I have a lot of confidence 
in." 

Brady refused comment 
on the airing of Colin Kae- 
pemick's first Nike ad, say¬ 
ing, "I really want to focus 
on football . get ready for 
the Texans. They're a great 
team.'Q 




In this J une 22,2014, file photo. United States^ J emiaine J ones 
celebrates after scoring his side's first goai during the group 
G Wbrid Cup soccer match against Portugai atthe Arena da 
Amazonia in Manaus^ Brazii. 

Associated Press 

Jeimaine Jones 
letiiesy 11 months 
after his last mate h 


^The Associated Press 

MidfielderJ ermaine J ones 
announced his retirement, 
11 months after his last 
match for Major League 
Soccer's LA Galaxy. 

The 36-year-old mid¬ 
fielder, bom in West Ger¬ 
many to an American 
father and West German 
mother, had four goals in 
69 appearances for the 
United States from 2010- 
17, highlighted by a ty¬ 
ing goal against Portugal 
in the group stage of the 
2014 Wo rid Cup. 

A member of the youth 
academies of Bonames, 
Bad Vilbel and Eintracht 
Frankfurt, he made his 
professional debut for 


Frankurt in 2000-01. He 
transferred to Bayer 
Le ve rku se n fo r 2004-05, 
returned to Frankfurt mid¬ 
way through the season, 
then was with Sc ha Ike 
from 2007-08 through 
2013-14, interrupted by a 
loan to Blackburn for the 
second half ofthe 2010-11 
season. 

Jones spent 2013-14 with 
Beskitas in Turkey, then 
played for New England 
(2014-15), Colorado (2016) 
and the Galaxy (2017). 

He tweeted Friday "after 
18 years I say good bye. I 
have a clear vision, after 
I had a couple of months 
to concentrate on what 
comes next!!!'Q 


Hetiada's lead cut 
in half in VueHa stage 
won by Rodriguez 


SABERO, Spain (AP) - Si¬ 
mon Yatescut in halfj esus 
Herrada's Spanish Vuelta 
lead in a 13th stage won 
by OscarRodriguezon Fri¬ 
day. 

Rodriguez dominated 
the difficult climb up La 
Camperona to clinch 
the victory in the 175-ki- 
lometer (109-mile) stage 
from Carreno to Sabero in 
northwestern Spain. 

The Spaniard broke away 


in the final kilometer to 
cross the line 19 seconds 
in front of Rafal Majka 
and 30 seconds ahead of 
Dylan Teuns. 

'When Majka went in the 
final climb, I thought I 
wouldn't be able to fol¬ 
low him until the top, that 
it was lost," Rodriguez said. 
"But then I got closer... I 
saw their faces of pain, I 
went just a bitharderand 
I went away.Q 
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Nike'sKaepemickcampaignsignalschaiige in shoe politics 


By J ESSEJ. HOUAND 
Associated Press 

A pair of shoes are set 
aflame with a cigarette 
lighter, captured on video 
and shared widely online 
to protest a political state¬ 
ment made by the manu¬ 
facturer. 

The New Balance shoes 
were burned by their own¬ 
ers two years ago after a 
spokeswoman indicated 
the company's support for 
President Donald Trump's 
trade policies 
Nike now finds itself in a 
similar position on the other 
side of the political spec¬ 
trum as some customers 
cut up its products or bum 
them because of the com¬ 
pany's decision to make 
Colin Kaepemickthe face 
of its '] ust Do It" 30th anni¬ 
versary campaign. 

With the Kaepemick cam¬ 
paign , Nike is embracing 
activism and racial justice 
at a time when shoe com- 
paniescan no longeravoid 
the nation's political divi¬ 
sion. After years of building 
b illio n-d 0 lla r b ra nd s a ro und 
sports celebrities, shoe and 
apparel makers now find 
themselves flashpoints in 
the political, racial and cul¬ 
tural clashes surrounding 
the Trump administration. 
Nike took this route as its 
biggest representatives 

— most notably LeBron 
James and Serena Williams 

— have spoken out about 
police shootings of African- 
American men and prob¬ 
lems facing the blackcom- 
munity. 

Those same athletes a re in¬ 
creasingly using their shoes 
as a form of expression. 
James' "Equality" Nike sig¬ 
nature shoe was unveiled 
earlier this year , with the 
word emblazoned across 
the back of the shoes 
Steph Curry has worn a 
Barack Obama-themed 
shoe. 

NBA players in recent years 
have worn shoes with mes¬ 
sages of "R.I.P. Trayvon 
Martin" and "Sideline Rac¬ 
ism" and images of Ebene- 
zer Baptist Church, where 
the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. preached. Such state- 
mentscould become more 
common in the next sea¬ 
son after the NBA relaxed 
the rules over the types of 



IhisRiday, Sept 7,2018, combo of file photos shows athletic shoes worn by piofessional athletes 
Afleryeais of building billion-dollar brands a round sports celebrities, shoe and apparel makers 
now find themselvestlashpoinisinthe political, racial and cultural clashes surrounding the Tmmp 
administration and some athletesare increasingly using theirshoesasa form of expression. 

Associated FYess 



F^lm trees frame a large billboard on tap of a Nike stare that 
shows former San Rancisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper- 
nick at Uhion Square, Wednesday, Sept 5, 2018, in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Associated Ress 


shoes players can wear. 

"I stand with Nike, every 
day, all day," James said 
Tuesday at a Nike fashion 
show and awardsceremo- 
ny in New York. 

Trump has blasted the NFL 
for allowing players to fol¬ 
low Kaepemick's decision 
to kneel during the national 
anthem to protest police 
shootings of African-Amer¬ 
icans. Now the president 
has turned against Nike, 
which is making the former 
San Francisco 49ers quar¬ 
terback one of its main 
spokesmen. 

"Nike is getting absolutely 
killed with anger and boy¬ 
cotts," Trump tweeted 
Wednesday. 

Athletic apparel compa¬ 
nies have straddled the 
entertainment and cultural 
worlds for years partly with 
their emulation of black 
culture — think Run-DMC's 
Adidas shoe deal in the 
wake of the group's rap hit 
"My Adidas" and Nike's "Air 
J ordan" campaigns featur¬ 
ing Michael Jordan and 
Spike Lee. 

This has created a billion- 
do liar industry and the 
cultural challenge of how 
to appeal to minority and 
youth communities as well 
as to the country's white, 
sometimes conservative, 
majority. 

But the companies and 
major sports leagues have 
been careful not to stray 
into real politics, famously 
symbolized byj ordan, who 
reportedly said Republi¬ 
cans buy shoes, too. While 
J ordan and others in hisera 
were thrilled to have lucra¬ 


tive shoe deals, the current 
generation is going farther 
by using theirsneakerdeals 
as a platform to promote 
social Justice. 

And with that shift, Nike 
is taking the side of its su¬ 
perstar athletes — even if 
it means alienating Trump 
supporters and intertwining 
shoes and politics. 

Many companies 'feel the 
need to align with players, 
because players help them 
move the producfsaid Mi¬ 
chael Lewis, director of the 
Marketing Analytics Center 
at Emory University in At- 
la nta. 

Clothing and shoe makers 
have always had a back- 
and-forth relationship with 


minority communities. Busi¬ 
ness boomed as black ath¬ 
letes became spokesmen 
and spokeswomen, but 
questions arose over how 
much the companies in¬ 
vested financially in black 
communities, compared 
with how much they made 
by exploiting African-Amer¬ 
ican trends 

The relationship began in 
the 1980s, when Nike, Adi¬ 
das, Reebokand Converse 
became staples of black 
fashion, and African-Amer¬ 
ican youth sought to emu¬ 
late the stars of the day, like 
Jordan, Run-DMC and oth¬ 
er figures associated with 
the burgeoning hip-hop 
culture. Footwear came to 


symbolize status and street 
style. Sneakerheads lined 
up outside storesto get the 
newest shoes. 

Companies "have made 
millions off of following 
trendsfrom the black com¬ 
munity, and so they have to 
be cogniza nt of the feelings 
of that community," said 
Antonio S. Williams, who 
teaches sports marketing 
at Indiana University. "It only 
takes one ortwo incidents 
for shoes to be pushed 
aside and declared uncool 
and left behind, so they are 
very aware of the cultural 
exchanges and trends go¬ 
ing on in their base com¬ 
munities" 

New Balance tried to steer 
clear of politics in 2016 af¬ 
ter coming out in support 
of Trump's desire to remove 
the United States from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
A company official said 
'things are going to move 
in the right direction" under 
a Trump presidency. Pro¬ 
testers took that as support 
forTrump and began burn¬ 
ing New Balance shoes 
and posting videos. At least 
one white supremacist de¬ 
clared that New Balances 
were the shoes of 'The 
Trump Revolution." 

New Balance quickly re¬ 
leased a statement saying 
the official's remark was 
taken out of context. The 
company insisted that it 
"does not tolerate bigotry 
or hate in any form" and 
"believes in humanity, in¬ 
tegrity, community and 
mutual respect for people 
around the world." 

Unlike New Balance, Nike 
doesn't seem to be back¬ 
ing down. Its two-minute 
commercial, highlighting 
Kaepemick, J ames, Serena 
Williams and others, aired 
Thursday during halftime of 
the NFL'sseason opener. 
Nike has likely figured out 
that its core consumers 
— the people who regu¬ 
larly buy its sneakers and 
clothes — are probably 
the millennia Is and minority 
youth who already support 
Kaepemickorat leastdon't 
mind the stance he stak¬ 
ing, Antonio Williams said. 
"Nike wants to be on the 
right side of history and the 
right side of its core con¬ 
sumers," he said.Q 
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AsGoogle turns 20, questions overwhetherits too povueitiil 



In this April 17,2007, file photo exhibHois of the Google company woik in fiontof a illuminated sign 
atthe indusbiai iairhIannoverMesse in hlanover, Gemiany. 


By MICHAELUEDIKE 
SAN mANCISCO (AP) — 

Twenty years after Larry 
Page and Sergey Brin set 
out to organize all of the 
internet's information, the 
search engine they named 
Google has morphed 
into a dominating force in 
smartphones, online video, 
email, maps and much 
more. 

That resounding success 
now has regulators and 
lawmakers around the 
world questioning whether 
the company has become 
too powerful as its ubiqui¬ 
tous services vacuum up 
sensitive information about 
billions of people hooked 
on its products. 

Google's search engine re¬ 
mains entrenched as the 
internet's main gateway, 
and its digital advertis¬ 
ing business is on pace to 
generate about $110 bil¬ 
lion in revenue this year. 
M uc h of that revenue now 
flows through Google's An¬ 
droid operating system, 
which powers 80 percent 
ofthe world's smartphones 
Google also runs the big¬ 
gest video site in YouTube, 
the most popular web 


browserin Chrome, the top 
email service in Gmail and 
the mapsthat most people 
use to get around. 

Not bad for a company 
that started 20 years ago 
Friday with an initial invest¬ 
ment of $100,000. Google 
and its sibling companies 
operating under the um¬ 
brella of Alphabet Inc. are 
now worth $800 billion. 


Although Google wouldn't 
comment for this story, the 
company has repeatedly 
pointed out that its mostly 
free products are so widely 
used because people like 
them. 

Google's success often 
drawscomparisonswith Mi¬ 
crosoft. 

By 1998, the year Google 
started, U.S. regulators had 


become so concerned 
about Microsoft's power 
through its Windows oper¬ 
ating system that they had 
begun to explore a forced 
breakup. Although Micro¬ 
soft remained intact, the 
multiyear battle with the 
U.S. government and oth¬ 
er disputes with European 
regulators hobbled and dis¬ 
tracted Microsoft, helping 


to propel the rise of Google 
and Apple. 

Google is now confronting 
the same potential fate. 
'Google is in the govern¬ 
ment's crosshairs," said Ken 
Auletta, who was given 
inside access to the com¬ 
pany while writing his 2009 
book, 'Googled:The End of 
the World As We Know It." 
"This company once had 
a certain glow to it, but it is 
losing its halo." 

J ust this past week, Google 
raised hackles in Congress 
by refusing to send Page 
or its current CEO, Sundar 
Pichai, to a hearing on 
Russian manipulation of 
internet services to sway 
U.S. elections. Congressio¬ 
nal officials left an empty 
chair while top executives 
from Facebookand Twitter 
appeared. Offended law¬ 
makers derided Google as 
"arrogant." 

The European Commission 
already has imposed fines 
totaling $7.8 billion after 
concluding the company 
had unfairly used its search 
engine to highlight its own 
services and illegally bun¬ 
dled together its products 
in Android.Q 


Virtual learning: using Al, immeision to teac h C hinese 



In this Aug. 22, 2018 image taken fiom video, Rensselaer Poly¬ 
technic Institute graduate students Xiangyang Mou, lelL and 
Rahul Divekarinteractwitha panda avatarthat helps teach stu¬ 
dents Mandarin, at Rensselaer Polytechnic institute inTioy, N.Y. 

Associated Piess 


By MICHAELHIIL 
TROY, N.Y. (AP) — To learn 
Chinese in this room, talk to 
the floating panda head. 
The Mandarin-speaking av¬ 
atar zips around a 360-de- 
gree restaurant scene in 
an artificial intelligence- 
driven instruction program 
that looks like a giant video 
game. Rensselaer Poly¬ 
technic Institute students 
testing the technology 
move inside the 12-foot- 
high, wrap-around projec¬ 
tion to order virtual bean 
curd from the panda wait¬ 
er, chat with Beijing market 
sellers and practice tai chi 
by mirroring moves of a 
watchful mentor. 

"Definitely less anxiety than 
messing it up with a rea I hu¬ 
man being," says Rahul Di- 
vekar, a computerscience 
graduate student working 
on the project. 'So com¬ 
pared to that anxiety, this is 
a lot more easy." 

The "Mandarin Project" is 


a joint venture of RPI and 
IBM. Cognitive and Immer¬ 
sive Systems Laboratory re¬ 
searchers are developing 
a sort of smart room that 
can understand students' 
words, answer their ques¬ 
tions and perceive their 
gestures Lessons are pre¬ 
sented as games or tasks, 
like ordering a meal out. 
Divekar orders Peking duck 


— "Beijng kaoya"—and the 
panda fetches the virtual 
dish. Divekar says the food 
was good — 'Gai hen hao 
chi"— but he can't pay the 
bill. No problem, the panda 
replies — "ni keyi xi pan zi" 

— you can wash the dishes 
Other scenes include an 
outdoor market and a gar¬ 
den, each a high-tech twist 
on cultural immersion. 


"Our plan is to complete 
several scenes of real life in 
China, to let the student be 
able to have a virtual trip 
over there," says Hui Su, di¬ 
rector of the lab at RPI. 
Tests on the room with stu¬ 
dents studying Mandarin 
will continue this school 
yearasthey work on addi¬ 
tional scenes, including an 
airport. A six-week course is 
being readied for the sum¬ 
mer. Artificial intelligence, 
or Al, is ubiquitous in ev¬ 
erything from call-center 
chat-bots to home assis¬ 
tants. Even some language 
instruction products on the 
market feature Al or virtue I 
reality. The Mandarin Proj¬ 
ect is notable for its scale 
and sophistication. Com¬ 
puters simultaneously inter¬ 
pret speech and gesture 
to keep a dialogue going. 
When a student points to 
a picture and asks 'What's 
that?" computers can 
come up with an answer. 


And feedback is immedi¬ 
ate. When Divekar orders 
"doufu"—ortofu — a voice 
responds "here's how close 
you got" and illustrates it 
with a graph of his intona¬ 
tion. Another voice gives 
the precise pronunciation. 
Still, language teachers 
need not fear for their jobs 
just yet. Developers of the 
Mandarin Project say it isn't 
sophisticated enough right 
now to completely replace 
classroom instruction. 

RPI president Shiriey Ann 
j ackson foresees the same 
type of technology being 
applied to other spaces, 
such as corporate board- 
rooms. When the execu¬ 
tives discuss a potential 
acquisition, the room will 
follow the group discus¬ 
sion and produce relevant 
information seamlessly into 
the debate. 

'We're not at the end of 
the line,"j ackson says, "but 
closerto the beginning.'□ 
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Intent on getting a big raise? You may have to quityourjob 



In this Feb. 15,2017, file photo a hotel guestisdwarfed by the glasstacade ofthe J WManiotthotel 
as he rides an escalator at the hotel in downtown los Angeles 
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By C HNSIOPHER RUG ABER 
VUASHING10N (AP) — De¬ 
spite one of the best job 
markets in decades, work¬ 
ers across the U.S. econ¬ 
omy are struggiing with a 
common frustration: What 
does it take to finaiiy get a 
decent raise? 

It turns out you might have 
to quityourjob. 

Americans who leave their 
employers to take a new 
job are enjoying pay raises 
that are one-third larger 
than raisesfor workers who 
stay put — a gap that has 
reached the widest point 
since the Great Recession. 
At the same time, retail 
and restaurant workers are 
receiving more generous 
raises than manufacturing 
workersare. 

And America's CEOs are 
getting some ofthe biggest 
pay gainsof all. 

At a time when the aver¬ 
age annual wage increase 
for U.S. workers as a whole 
remains surprisingly modest 
given the robust job mar¬ 
ket, those groups of work¬ 
ers are doing better than 
average. 

Others aren't faring aswell. 
Pay raises for people who 
have stayed in the same 
job for the past year, for 
example, remain relatively 
stagnant. That trend has 
confounded some econo¬ 
mists. Many had expected 
that companies would 
have to pay more to retain 
employees at a time when 
workers are harder to find 
and the unemployment 
rate, at 3.9 percent, is near 
a 50-year low. 

Nationally, average hourly 
pay rose 2.7 percent in J uly 
from a year earlier, before 
adjusting for inflation. That 
is modest by historical stan¬ 
dards The last time unem¬ 
ployment was this low, in 
the late 1990s, pay raises 
for Americans as a whole 
averaged roughly 4 per¬ 
cent. 

And once you factor in 
inflation, average hourly 
pay has actually declined 
slightly over the past 12 
months. 

With midterm elections 
looming, the Trump admin¬ 
istration is pushing back 
againstthe notion that pay- 
checksaren't growing. In a 
report released Wednes¬ 


day, the White House's top 
economist, Kevin Hassett, 
asserted that pay is rising if 
you consider benefits such 
as health care, an alterna¬ 
tive gauge of inflation and 
the impactoftaxcuts 
Yet even by the White 
House's own measure, 
wage increases have 
slowed over the past three 
years. 

Here are some ways in 
which average pay growth 
varies depending on the 
category of worker: 

^DANEWJOB^GETA BIG 
RAISE 

It would seem fundamen¬ 
tal: If you want a decent 
raise, find a new job. But it 
doesn't always work that 
way. For the first six years 
after the 2008-2009 Great 
Recession, people who 
switched jobs received 
raises that were scarcely 
better than those for work¬ 
ers who stayed in their jobs. 
But since then, the switch¬ 
ers have commanded 
steadily better raises than 
the stayers. In July, wages 
for job switchers grew 3.8 
percent from a year ear¬ 
lier, compared with 2.9 per¬ 
cent for those who stayed 
behind, according to data 
from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Atlanta. In Febru¬ 
ary and March this year, 
that gap reached 1.7 per¬ 
centage points, the widest 
disparity since August 2001. 


Yet the figures also illus¬ 
trate how pay is still lagging 
compared with previous 
periods of brisk job growth. 
Even the pay gains for 
job-switchers are relatively 
modest compared with 
periods in the past. Before 
the recession, job switchers 
received annual raises of 
nearly 5 percent. In the late 
1990s, they topped 6 per¬ 
cent. Even adjusting for in¬ 
flation, job switchers fared 
better in the late 1990s than 
they do now. 

And for roughly three years 
now, average raises for 
workers who have stayed 
in their jobs have remained 
stuck below 3 percent. 

"It's interesting that in a la¬ 
bor market that is this tight, 
employers do not seem to 
be raising wagesforworkers 
who are staying,"said Mar¬ 
tha Gimbel, an economist 
at the job search website 
Indeed. 'That could imply 
they a re not worried about 
workers being poached, 
which is surprising." 

Gimbel suggested that at 
least some workers might 
be staying in their jobs be¬ 
cause of a growing use 
of "non-compete" agree¬ 
ments, which restrict work¬ 
ers from jumping to com¬ 
petitors. Such agreements 
have been used increas¬ 
ingly even in low-wage jobs 
such as fast-food work. 

In addition, many job- 
switchers may have mas¬ 


tered high-tech and other 
skill sets that allow them to 
command higherwagesas 
competition for such work¬ 
ers heatsup. 

LOVUER-I^ID WORKERS RE¬ 
CEIVE SOUD GAINS 

For six years after the re¬ 
cession, the lowest-paid 
workers received the thin¬ 
nest wage gains — and in 
several years their pay de- 
c lined. Yet sine e 2015, they 
have clawed backsome of 
those losses. 

For the lowest-paid one- 
fifth ofthe workforce, wag¬ 
es rose 2.3 percent in 2017, 
adjusted for inflation, ac¬ 
cording to the Economic 
Policy Institute, a liberal 
think tank. That topped 
the average for middle-in¬ 
come workers, whose pay 
gains inched up just 0.2 
percent. 

It's a Iso ahead ofthe rich¬ 
est one-tenth of workers, 
whose pay rose 1.9 per¬ 
cent. Low-paid workersalso 
saw a huge gain in 2016 
that ran far ahead of mid¬ 
dle-income and wealthy 
employees. 

What's driving the outsize 
increases for lower-paid 
workers? 

More than 20 states have 
raised their minimum wag¬ 
es above the federal mini¬ 
mum of $7.25, some of 
them substantially higher. 
The minimum is now $11 
in California, for example. 


and $11.50 in Washington 
state. 

The ultra-low unemploy¬ 
ment rate has also helped. 
Many businesses say they 
are desperate to find work¬ 
ers. And in some lower- 
skilled industries, such as 
restaurants, they have to 
pay more to find staff. 
'We're seeing about as 
strong a labor market for 
less-skilled workers as we've 
seen in a really long time," 
said J ason Furman, the top 
White House economist 
under President Barack 
Obama. 

CEOsSnU.RAKING fTIN 

Even as poorer workers 
have fared better, CEOs, 
not surprisingly, have done 
best. 

In 2017, the chief execu- 
tivesof the 350 largest pub¬ 
licly traded U.S. companies 
reported, on average, an 
increase in compensation 
of nearly 18 percent, ac¬ 
cording to a report by the 
Economic Policy Institute. 
That compares with a puny 
raise of just 0.3 percent 
for all other workers in the 
same industries. Both fig¬ 
ures are adjusted for infla¬ 
tion. 

Larry Mishel, senior econo¬ 
mist at EPI, said CEO pay 
jumped largely because it 
is closely tied to the health 
of the stock market. The 
S&P 500 stock index soared 
22 percent in 2017. Most 
CEO pay comes in the form 
of stock options, which are 
much more lucrative in a 
rising market. 

That means a plummeting 
stock market can lower 
CEO pay, which fell nearly 
30 percent in 2008, during 
the recession. Yet for per¬ 
spective, the pay of CEOs 
ofthe largest firms still aver¬ 
aged nearly $11 million that 
year, according to the EPI's 
figures. In 2017, large-com¬ 
pany CEOs made $18.9 
million, on average. That 
is 312 times the average 
pay of workers in the same 
industries, which reached 
$62,431 la St year. 

»UD GAINS FOR WHITES 
AND LATINOS 

White Americans, on aver¬ 
age, earn much more than 
African-Americans or Lati¬ 
nos □ 






























































ffDAY. 


SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 


l^flCOMICS 


Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



I THOUGHT you WERE GOING 
,TO GET US SOME FROSTY 
CO UP SORAS 

: ENOUGH THAT 
CAME UP WITH 
'^v|YhE lOEA^^ 

'Asm 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


cmY(mHP,^P^\ Y THANKS. P'lOON. 
THAT'PP is so CUTE I/^IU^yg ^iOURSTOO^ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 9/08 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Terry cloth 
garment 

5 Tiny branches 

10 Fired a gun 

14 Feels awful 

15 Pyle or Kovacs 

160, in tennis 

17 In addition to 

18 Summer fruits 

20 Eliofs monogram 

21 obliged”; 
phrase of 
gratitude 

22 Real estate 
house seller 

23 Actor Gable 

25 Speedometer 
letters 

26 Word to a 
naughty child 

28 Stringed 
instrument 

31 _out; makes 
level 

32 Berate 

34 Piece of 

furniture 

36 _ off; angry 

37 Sandbank 

38 Scoop holder 

39 Yrbk. section 

40 Arose 

41 Julius Caesar or 
Sophia Loren 

42 Giggle 

44 Sermon 

45 lna_: all lined 
up 

46 Honeydew or 
cantaloupe 

47 Fling 

50 _ one’s time; 
wait 

51 Performance 

54 Hard-nosed; 

willful 

57 Competent 

58 Strong desire 

59 Small weight 

60 Pleased 

61 Leaves 

62 Longest 
continental 
mountain range 

63 Franklin & Stiller 

DOWN 

1 Engrossed 

2 Aromatherapy 
liquids 
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3 Salad dressing 
choice 

4 Mountain road 

5 Professor’s 
status 

6 Traffic collision 

7 _ along; 
advance slowly 

8 Along, Little 
Dogies” 

9 Black or Bering 

10 Negligible; 
meager 

11 Sharpen 

12 Kitchen 
appliance 

13 Quiz 

19 Quick 

21 Dallas team, for 
short 

24 Never Never 

Peter Pan’s 
realm 

25 _ over; 
contemplate 

26 Wagers 

27 Chris of tennis 

28 Egg on 

29 Horrid 

30 Of the kidneys 

32 Loafer or oxford 

33 Pigeon’s cry 


35 Declare untrue 

37 One-dish meal 

38 Italian lake 

40 Exhibits 

41 Movie part 

43 Wears away 

44 Shrubs 

46 Chop finely 

47 Hoodlum 

48 Rescuer 


49 Hit the ceiling 

50 James Sean 
Connery role 

52 Extended family 
group 

53 Kennedy & 
Knight 

55 _T; exactly 

56 Baseball score 

57 Bell’s monogram 
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Ihiscomposite image ftom Aug. 9,2018 photos made avaiiabie 
by NASA shows the Curiosity loveratVeia Rubin Ridge on Mats. 

Associated Ress 


NASA's Mats 
rover Curiosity 
snaps dusty selfie 


By MARCIA DUNN 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. 
(AP) — NASA's Mars rover 
Curiosity has snapped a 
dusty but cool selfie. 

NASA released the pan¬ 
orama this week. A thin 
layer of dust is visible on 
Curiosity , the result of a 


storm that enveloped Mars 
this summer. The darkish sky 
indicates dust still clogging 
the atmosphere in August, 
when the panorama was 
shot by Curiosity's mast 
camera. The rover had 
just drilled for a new rock 
sample .□ 


Divi Phoenix Timeshares 

For Sale Rm 107,wk 34, 8/25 
pool side studio $3,400 OBO 
and Aruba beach club studio 
rm247, wk 33/34 (BO) 
email rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 1 Local 565 9394 

_209992 

Divi Golf and Beach Delux 

1 BR Unit 2316, 9/1,Granite, 
washer/D $3,450. and studio 
RM 4201,Eagle $3150. Also 
Divi Dutch Village Rm 128, 
Remod. $3400.BO, 9/1 
RMWJMW@AOL.COM 
508 651 0016 1 Local 565 9394 

_209992 


For Sale 

2 storey house, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths, swimming-pool, yacuzzi 
on 660 sq. m. property land 
at Ponton in a nice and quiet 
neighbourhood, 5 minutes drive 
to downtown Call 5937118 
_210162 

For Sale 

Camaro 2015 low miles 

Afl.57,000 or best offer. 

Sonata 2016 Very Low Miles 

(almost new) Afl.47,000 or best 
offer Call 594 4731 

_210163 
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Classifieds 


Psychic Riley 

Solves problems in love 
business help and removes 
negative influences. Guaranteed 
Results. All readings are 
customized and confidential. 

001 747 271 9899 

_209694 

Divi Phoenix 

rm660 wk34 1-1/2 Bath. 

8/29 29 wks left $3995 
New Bldg. 

Casa del Mar 

IBr wks 21-29 (BO) 

Local 565 9394 

email: rmwjmw@aol.com 

508-651-0016 

_210152 

Tremendous Deals 
Renaissance Aruba 

Wk 27- Unit 2120-$2,500.00 
Wk 34- Unit 2123-$2,650.00 
Wk 38 - Unit 2503 - $2,650.00 
Call us at 737-3006 
zach@buyarubatimeshares.com 

_210158 

STSP 

Violence Against Women 


xSDAy. 


Editor 

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 

Acc. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 

Asf iftant Director 

Xiomara Arends 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Rei|nders 

(linda.reijnders@cspnv.conn) 

Editors 

Richard Brooks 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Solos 

Linda Reijnders 

(linda.reijnders@cspnv.com) 

Marijke Croes 

Classifieds 
Rochelle Danje 

(rachelle.danje@cspnv.com) 

Diisi rllwtl on and Colloction 
accounting@bondia.coni 

Social / Welwite 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 

E: news@arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
D ©arubatoday 


Psychic Natalie 

Will read the stars in heaven to 
for fill your destiny and solve all 
your problems. 

001 817 851 6474 


_209697 

Divi Phoenix New Bldg. 
Timeshares 

Luxury unit 660, 1-1/2 baths. 
8/29, 29 wks left, $3995 
email rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 also Casa DM 
AMB, 1 BR, wk5 21 and 29 
cheap BO 


2010161 
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Mnrriott Arubji Surf Club 


PLATIMJM Season 
2BOccanfront S27k 
Oceanside $l6k 
Oceanview Si5k 
3BEDRM S26k 
nVK. 51 OVS39k 
*WK52 OVS45k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

GOLD Season 
2B Oceanfront SI4k 
2B Oceanside S850fl 
GVS&k OVS7k 
3BEDRMSI2500 
Marriott Aruha Ocean Club 


PLATINUM Sca.son 
2 Bed OVSl7k 
2B Oceanfront S24k 
IBOVSIOk 

•• Dciilination poinis SO pvr 
point 

La Cabana Bench Reswrt 
Ui-cks 30-33 Urii 322BC 
and Lrniil4l2BC plus mun: 

C:OLD Season 
2B Oceanfront Si 4k 
2B OV S8k 
I Bed S4k 

I B Oceanfront S8500 

We Need Sellers!!! 

Linda & Playfi Lind;i 
& Al] Divi W^ks 

We are the# I 

RESALE 

agent in Aruhal 

We also REN T .Antha weeks lor 
owners. Consaci us lo RE .lY, 
SRI.I. or RLNT any Eime-sliare 
property. 


Contact; 

j ulie{aleoncie r gerealt}'.cotii 

888-888-2204 Ext 1t1 

Website: 

www,conciergerealty.eo m 

Brnber: Michelle Donato 

imrlKebHik cwik^rMpsWsrrottAnjbsSijrt^ 
wmfjwbwli.cofli'grwpsJMamottAnjb®^ 


HEALTH 
Hospital 
527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 
Dr. Dirksz Tel. 587 9787 

San Nicolas 

Dr. Ramautar Tel. 584 4280 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Giro 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



Wednesday 5 

Monarch 

Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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I^HSCIENCE 



WDid detectives Close lookatvuoid choice could ID writer 



In this April 25, 2006, file photo, Robeit leonaid, a Hot^ Uhiveisity college piotessor teaching 
foiensk iinguislicsy iectuiesto students at Hotsba Univeisity in hlempslead, N.Y. 

Associated ness 


By SE1H BORENS1BN 
AP Science WKter 
VW^SHINGION (AP) — Lan¬ 
guage detectives say the 
key clues to who wrote 
the anonymous New York 
Times opinion piece slam¬ 
ming President Donald 
Trump may not be the odd 
and glimmering "lodestar," 
but the itty-bitty words that 
people usually read right 
oven "I,""of"and "but." 

And lodestar? That could 
be a red herring meant 
to throw sleuths off track, 
some experts say. 

Experts use a combination 
of language use, statistics 
and computer science to 
help figure out who wrote 
documents that are anon¬ 
ymous or possibly plagia¬ 
rized. They've even solved 
crimes and historical mys¬ 
teries that way. Some call 
the field forensic linguistics, 
others call it stylometry or 
simply doing "author attri¬ 
bution." 

The field issuddenly at cen¬ 
ter stage after an unidenti¬ 
fied "senior administration 
official" wrote in the Times 
that he or she was part of 
a "resistance" movement 
working from within the ad¬ 
ministration to curb Trump's 
most dang e no us impulses. 
"My phone hasbeen ringing 
off the hook with requests 
to do that ana lysis and I just 
don't have the time," says 
Duquesne University com¬ 
puter and language scien¬ 
tist Pa trie kj uola. 

Robert Leonard, a Hofstra 
University linguistics profes¬ 
sor who has helped solve 
murders by examining 
language, says if experts 
could get the right number 
of writing samples from of¬ 
ficials whose identities are 
known, "an analysis could 
certainly be done." 

One political scientist fig¬ 
ures there are about 50 
people in the Trump ad¬ 
ministration who fit the 


Times' description as a se¬ 
nior administration official 
and could be the author. 
The key would be to look at 
how they write, the words 
they use, what words they 
put next to each other, 
spelling, punctuation and 
even tenses, experts say. 
"Language isa setofchoic- 
es. What to say, how to say 
and when to say it,'] uola 
says. "And there's a lot of 
different options" 

One of the favorite tech¬ 
niques of J uola and other 
experts is to look at what's 
called 'function words." 
These are words people 
use a II the time but that a re 
hard to define because 
they more provide func¬ 
tion than meaning. Some 
examples are "of," "with," 
"the,""a,""over"'and "and." 


'We all use them but we 
don't use them in the same 
way,"J uola says 'We don't 
use them in the same fre¬ 
quency." Same goes with 
apostrophes and other 
punctuation. 

For example, do you say 
"d iffe re nt fro m" 0 r "d iffe re nt 
than?" asks computer sci¬ 
ence and data expert Sh- 
lomo Argamon ofthe Illinois 
Institute of Technology. 
Women tend to use first- 
and second-person pro¬ 
nouns more — "I," "me" and 
"you" — and more present 
tense, Argamon says. 

Men use 'the," "of," "this" 
and 'that" more often, he 
says. 

'You look for clues and you 
try to assess the usefulness 
of those clues," Argamon 
says. But he is less optimis¬ 
tic that the Trump opinion 
piece case will be cracked 
for various reasons, includ¬ 
ing the New York Times' ed¬ 
iting for style and possible 
efforts to fool language 
detectives with words that 
someone else likes to use 
such as "lodestar." Mostly, 
he's pessimistic because to 
do a proper comparison, 
samples from all suspects 


have to be gathered and 
have to be similar, such as 
all opinion columns as op¬ 
posed to novels, speeches 
or magazine stories. 

Rachel Greenstadtat Drex- 
el University studies when 
people try to throw off in¬ 
vestigators with words they 
don't normally use or pur¬ 
poseful bad spellings She 
says her first instinct is that 
the word "lodestar" — one 
Vice President Mike Pence 
has used several times — is 
"a red herring."Itseemstoo 
deliberate. 

"Most people are still look¬ 
ing forsound bite-sized fea¬ 
tures like lodestar instead 
of trying to get a handle 
on the whole picture," says 
Hofstra's Leonard. 
Greenstadt says language 
analysis "could kind of con¬ 
tribute to the picture" of 
who wrote the Times' opin¬ 
ion pieces, but she adds 
"by itself, I'd be concerned 
to use it." 

Still, with the right condi¬ 
tio ns words matter. 

Juola testified in about 15 
trials and handled even 
more cases that never 
made it to court. His big¬ 
gest case was in 2013, 


when a British newspaper 
got a tip that the book 
'The Cuckoo's Calling" by 
Robert Galbraith was really 
written by Harry Potter au¬ 
thor J.K. Rowling. In about 
an hour, Juola fed two 
Rowling books, 'The Cuck¬ 
oo's Calling" and six other 
novels into his computer, 
analyzed the language 
patterns with four different 
systems and concluded 
that Rowling did it. 

A couple of days later, 
Rowling confessed. 

It was far from the first time 
that language use fingered 
the real culprit. The Una- 
bomber's brother identi¬ 
fied him because of of his 
distinctive writing style. 
Field pioneers helped find 
a kidnapper who used the 
unique term "devil strip" for 
the grassy area between 
the sidewalk and road. The 
phrase is only used in parts 
of Ohio. 

Even in politics, words are 
pokertells. In 1996, the nov¬ 
el "Primary Colors" about a 
Clintonesque presidential 
candidate set Washington 
abuzz trying to figure out 
who was the anonymous 
author. An analysis by a 
Vassar professor and other 
work pointed to News- 
week'sjoe Klein and he fi¬ 
nally admitted it. 

But the literary sleuthing 
goes back to the founding 
of the republic. Historians 
had a hard time figuring 
out which specific Federal¬ 
ist Papers were written by 
Alexander Hamilton and 
which were byj amesMad¬ 
ison. A 1963 statistical anal- 
ysisfigured itout: One ofthe 
many cluescame down to 
usage ofthe words "while" 
and "whilst." Madison used 
"whilst"; Hamilton preferred 
"while." 

Juola says experts in the 
field can generally tell intro¬ 
verts from extroverts, men 
from women, education 
level, age, location, almost 
everything but astrological 
sign. 

'The science is very good," 
Juola said. "It's not quite 
DNA. It's actually consid¬ 
ered by some scientists to 
be considered the sec¬ 
ond-most accurate form 
of forensic identification 
we have because it is so 
good.'Q 
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1bm Fotd looks back on hiscateerwHh lealherand lace 



Fashion designerlbm Fold salutes during his show atihe Fashion Week in New Yoik, Wednesday, 
Sept 5, 2018. 

Associated ness 


By lEANNE HAUE 
Associated Pness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gigi 
Hadid tooka dramatic twirl 
on the runway and Cardi B 
took a seat on Tom Ford's 
front row as he kicked off 
New York Fashion Week 
with a ready-to-wear coi- 
iection that was both ro¬ 
mantic and hard-edged. 
The spring-summer iooksfor 
aii genders had the design¬ 
er iooking back on hisiong 
career to the simpiest rea¬ 
son he got into the business 
in the first piace: "I wanted 
to make men and women 
feei more beautifui and to 
empowerthem with a feei- 
ing of confidence," he said 
in show notes. 

"I feei that fashion has 
somehow iostitswaya bit," 
Ford expiained. "I did not 
want to make ciothesthat 
were ironic or ciever, but 
simpiy ciothes that were 
beautifui." 

Ford made use of flesh 
tones, warm whites, pow¬ 
der biue, biush pink and 
the paiest iiiac with touch¬ 
es of iace and chiffon to 
achieve the soft and sen¬ 
suous part of Wednesday 


night's equation. He of¬ 
fered the structure of hard 
ieather and the sheen of 
fake crocodiie for tough¬ 
ness. 

There was an abundance 
of biack, inciuding a 
dreamy caped dress worn 
by his cioser, Hadid. Kaia 
Gerber wore a head scarf 
of soft taupe, whiie other 


modeisswished in siikfringe 
paired with printed croco- 
diie bodices, taiiored ani- 
mai print corsets and bai¬ 
ters with matching biker 
jackets 

For the men, tuxedo jack¬ 
ets came in metaiiics, a 
Ford signature. For the 
women, skirts hovered just 
beiow the knee, some in 


an a symmetric a i design. A 
few ioose dresses inciuded 
ieather corset detaiiing. 
And their shoes? Beautifui 
with the edge he was go¬ 
ing for in metai caps at the 
toes and heeis. 

Henry Goiding, who piays 
hunky Nick in the summer 
smash "Crazy Rich Asians," 
wore a white tuxedo jack¬ 


et. He and Tom Hanks 
flanked Vogue's Anna Win- 
tour, with Cardi nearby, her 
hairdown but swept back, 
statement earrings in piace 
as she showed off a form¬ 
fitting biack gown to the 
ground after giving birth 
to Kuiture Kiari in J uiy. Paris 
jackson, Haiiee Steinfeid 
and Hanks' wife, Rita Wii- 
son, aiso attended. 

Goiding was ceiebrating 
the successof hisrom-com: 
"It's three weeks at the top. 
It's pretty amazing so we're 
blessed," he told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

Cardi was happy to be out, 
but missing her Kuiture. 

"It feels good and it feels 
like, oh I want to go to my 
baby now. ... I wish I could 
take her everywhere," she 
told the AP. 

She said "little by little" she's 
getting back into the swing 
of music, fashion and life 
in general, but it's been 
tough. 

"I'm struggling with it," she 
said of the postpartum 
bluesshe'sbeen experienc¬ 
ing. "I miss her even when 
I'm, like, in another room 
away from her.'Q 


Ihe fine letum of loc k ^/vashbuc kler Lenny KravHz 



This cover image released by BMG shows "Raise Vibration," a 
release by Lenny KravHz. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated ness 
Lenny Kiavit^ "Raise Vibra¬ 
tion" (BMG) 

In these divided times, we 
need a musical hero to 
bring us together. Prefer¬ 
ably, we need a rock'n' roll 
swashbuckler who can car¬ 
ry a message of love and a 
whole lot of funk. We need 
Lenny Kravitz. 

Thankfully, here he comes 
with the eclectic 12-track 
"Raise Vibration," an album 
that's both scolding and 
wistful. It might be uneven, 
but when Kravitz is in full 
groove mode, he's still bril¬ 
liant. He's even managed 
to raise Michael jackson 
from the grave. 

The first half is the Kravitz 
we know and love, the guy 
standing at the intersection 
of'70s rock, soul and blues, 
not afraid of a horn section. 
It's music that resembles its 
maker's style — cool sun¬ 
glasses, motorcycle boots 
and well-worn jeans 


He comes out of the gate 
with the foot-stomping, 
arena-ready 'We Can Get 
It All Together" and then 
gets gorgeously slinky in 
"Low," which loops an old 
Jackson "Hoo!"from a past 
recording session. (That 
might sound creepy but it's 
handled nicely and under¬ 
stated.) 

On the standout "It's 
Enough," Kravitzgetsdown- 
right preachy in a Marvin 
Gaye vibe, tackling racial 
problems, police mortal¬ 
ity, war and environmental 
problems. 'Why has all the 
food become modified?/ 
Pushing allyourdrugsjustto 
keep us high," he sings 
He keeps up the pressure 
on the psychedelic anti¬ 
war anthem 'Who Really 
Are the Monsters?" and 
promotes peaceful protest 
in the tambourine-heavy 
title cut. "Let your ego die," 
he advises in it. 

As usual, Kravitz plays most 
of the instruments him¬ 


self, with longtime guitar¬ 
ist Craig Ross. Most of the 
songs clock in at over 5 
minutes, letting Kravitz add. 


Associated Ress 

say, a saxophone ora con¬ 
ga solo. 

The fifth song needs some 
background to fully en¬ 


joy it. Yes, Mr. Kravitz did 
just sing: 'Just hold me like 
johnny Cash." Evidently 
the Man in Black and his 
wife, june, comforted a 
distraught Kravitz after he 
learned that his mother 
had died. That tenderness 
is captured in the country- 
ish '] ohnny Cash." 

There are actually three 
references to dead music 
icons on "Raise Vibration." 
In addition to J ackson and 
Cash, Kravitz in the credits 
thanks 'The Spirit of Prince 
Rogers Nelson." 

The album hits a wall half¬ 
way through, with 'Gold 
Dust"failing to make much 
of an impact and the very 
thin "Ride"containing some 
of the most irritating synthe¬ 
sizer work this decade. The 
closer, "I'll Always Be Inside 
Your Soul," is flat and unin¬ 
spired. Still, Kravitz has giv¬ 
en us enough meaty tunes 
to last us until he's ready 
again to come riding to our 
rescue .□ 
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V\ifth 2 Netflixiom-comsy NoahCentineo is having a moment 



InIhisAug. 30,2018photD, NoahCentineo posesfbra porbaitto piomote his NeUix film, "lb All the 
Boys I've loved Befbie," in Los Angeles 

Associated ness 


And this Friday, he'll grace 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
LDSANGEL£S(AP) — If you 

have a Netflix account, 
chancesane you recognize 
actor Noah Centineo. Al¬ 
though, like the best teen 
heartthrobs of generations 
past, you'd be forgiven if 
you only know him by his 
character's name: Peter 
Kavinsky, the high school 
lacrosse-playing romantic 
from 'To All the Boys I've 
Loved Before." And yes, like 
Jake Ryan ("Sixteen Can¬ 
dles") and Jordan Cata¬ 
lano ("My So-Called Ufe") 
before him, both names 
are required. 

Since 'To All the Boys I've 
Loved Before" hit the 
125-million subscriber 
streaming service on Aug. 
17, Peter Kavinsky has be¬ 
come a mini phenomenon, 
inspiring memes, tweets 
and think pieces from ev¬ 
ery comer of the internet 
about why Peter Kavinsky 
and his woke, pocket-twirl¬ 
ing ways is the boyfriend 
we need right now. Centi¬ 
neo, 22, got over 1 million 
new Instag ram followers in 
a day. Two weeks later it 
was up to 6 million. Now, 
it's sitting at over 8.2 million. 


the small screen again as 
Netflix drops another high 
school rom-com, 'Sierra 
Burgess is a Loser" into the 
homes of newly minted 
Centineo fans (An inter¬ 
net campaign has already 
started to give his lovesick 
character Jamey a last 


name). 

"Luckily Twitter exists on a 
two-dimensional plane," 
laughed Centineo on a re¬ 
cent afternoon at Netflix's 
headquarters in Los An¬ 
geles "It's not like I have 6 
million plus people walking 
around with me everyday. 
Thatwould be insane." 

The "instant" stardom has 
been a long-time coming 
for Centineo, a Florida- 
native who decided he 
wanted to act at age 8. 
At 15, after appearing on 
the Disney Channel's "Aus¬ 
tin & Ally," he convinced 
his family to move out to 
LosAngelesfull-time. When 
he arrived, he was always 
working and auditioning, 
but it was, as he describes 
it, "a slow climb." 

In fact, right before he 
was cast on the Freeform 
show 'The Fosters" at age 
18, he had a crisis of con¬ 
fidence wondering if he 
should even be an actor. 
He wasn'table to bookjobs 
orgo outon auditionsforsix 
months because of a Dis¬ 
ney pilot that never ended 
up going to series and felt 
that he'd lost his sense of 
purpose. 

"It got dark," Centineo said. 
"I'm like what am I doing 
with my life? Who cares if 
I'm an actor? Who cares if 
I'm successful? And assoon 
as I realized yeah this isn't 
for me...my life, my career, 
everything I do should be 


for others, there should be 
a deeper purpose outside 
of wanting to get money 
and be famous and live my 
own passion, that's when 
The Fosters' hit and I don't 
believe in coincidence." 
And then came one-two 
punch of 'To All the Boys 
I've Loved Before" and 'Si¬ 
erra Burgessisa Loser,"both 
via the same casting direc¬ 
tor. "Sierra Burgess" shot first, 
in early 2017. The film stars 
Shannon Purser (aka Barb 
from 'Stranger Things") as 
a girl who finds herself in 
a texting relationship with 
Centineo's J amey, a foot¬ 
ball player with a nerdy 
side who believes he's talk¬ 
ing to a different girl (a 
cheerleader). 

'What I love about Jamey 
is how he's goofy and he's 
a Jock and he's like 'Yo, we 
are allowed to be both 
sides of the spectrum in 
one human being," Centi¬ 
neo said. "I like Peter K be¬ 
cause the boy is an ego¬ 
maniac. He's definitely not 
assmartasj amey, but he's 
sensitive, and a bit more 
extreme but still really lov¬ 
ing and protective." 
Centineo almost sabo¬ 
taged his 'To All The Boys.." 
audition by arriving late 
to the chemistry read with 
Lana Condor. He was giv¬ 
en the wrong address, and 
was mortified about it. As 
soon as he left, he had a 
dozen Sprinkles cupcakes 


sent over to the folks in the 
room, including directorSu- 
san J ohnson. 

"He's Just charming. He 
can't not be charming," 
said Johnson. "I pulled him 
aside at the end of the 
shoot and said. You can 
go wherever you want to 
go and do any role you 
want to do. You have that 
much of a gift and I hope 
you'll be superchoosy.' He's 
more than Just the guy who 
is charming and cute on 
screen. He has depth to 
him that I think everyone is 
going to be excited to see 
in future roles." 

And, to be fair, Centineo 
thought he was doing two 
indies. Neither was a Netflix 
movie when he signed up 
and both were acquired 
by the service as part of a 
"summer of love" push and 
set for release within three 
weeks of one another. 
Need less to say, he's taking 
th is mo me nt in strid e. 

"I'd like to think that my big 
break has yet to come," 
he said. "I like to think ev¬ 
erything has been slowly 
progressing toward the ul¬ 
timate picture. Of what I 
don't know, but we're still 
painting." 

And he has lofty artistic am¬ 
bitions in movies and be¬ 
yond —art, philanthropy, 
music — and would like to 
work with directors like Cas¬ 
par Noe, Terrence Malick, 
Wes Anderson, the Coens 
and the Nolans 
"I'll play any character," he 
said. "Serial killer. Heroin ad¬ 
dict. Nice boy. Jock. Bully. 
Nerd." 

Now, he's Just grateful, al¬ 
though there is the distinct 
impression that he is a little 
reticent to talk about his 
vast new following. 

"I recognize the gravity of 
the situation and I recog¬ 
nize how much responsibil¬ 
ity comes with it," he said. 
"It's like if you're an actor 
your whole life you're work¬ 
ing and working and you're 
trying to get into this forest 
with this big monster and 
you finally get into the for¬ 
est with monster and it can 
be really nice to you, butat 
a moment's notice it can 
turn around and eat you. 
I'm finally in the forest and 
wondering what's going to 
happen. It's fun.'□ 
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Burt Reynolds^ slarof film, W and tabloids^ dead at82 



In this Aug. 22, 2015 file photo, Buit Reynolds appears at the VUzaid World Chicago Comic-Con 
in Chicago. 
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By JOHN ROGERS 
Assoc iatBd Press 

Burt Reynolds, the hand¬ 
some film and television 
star known for his ac¬ 
claimed performances in 
"Deliverance" and "Boogie 
Nights," commercial hits 
such as 'Smokey and the 
Bandit" and for an active 
off-scneen love life which 
included relationships with 
Loni Anderson and Sally 
Field, hasdied at age 82. 

In a statement, his niece, 
Nancy Lee Hess, called his 
death Thursday 'totally un¬ 
expected," although she 
acknowledged he had 
health issues. 

"He was tough. Anyone 
who breaks their tail bone 
on a river and finishes the 
movie is tough. And that's 
who he was" 

Hess noted her uncle's kind¬ 
ness and generosity, and 
thanked "all ofhisamazing 
fa ns who have always sup¬ 
ported and cheered him 
on, through all of the hills 
and valleys of his life and 
career." 

The mustached, smirking 
Reynolds inspired a wide 
range of responses over 
his long, erratic careen 
critical acclaim and criti¬ 
cal scorn, popular success 
and box office bombs 
Reynolds made scores of 
movies, ranging from light¬ 
weight fare such asthe hits 
'The Cannonball Run" and 
"Smokey and the Band it" to 
more serious films like 'The 
Longest Yard" and 'The 
Man Who Loved CatDanc- 
ing." 

He received some of the 
film world's highest and low- 
esthonors He wasnominat- 
ed foran Oscarfor"Boogie 
Nights," the Paul Thomas 
Anderson film about the 
pornography industry; won 
an Emmy for the TV series 
"Evening Shade," and was 
praised for his starring role 
in "Deliverance." 

But he also was a frequent 
nominee forthe Razzie, the 
tongue-in-cheek award for 
Hollywood's worst perfor¬ 
mance, and his personal 
life provided ongoing dra¬ 
ma, particularly after an 
acrimonious divorce from 
Anderson in 1995. 

He had a troubled mar¬ 
riage to J udy Came, a ro¬ 
mance with Dinah Shore 


and a relationship with 
Field damaged by his ac¬ 
knowledged jealousy of 
hersuccess. 

Through it all he presented 
a genial persona, often the 
first to make fun of his own 
conflicted image. 

"My career is not like a reg- 
ularchart, mine looks like a 
heart attack," he told The 
Associated Press in 2001. 
"I've done over 100 films, 
and I'm the only actorwho 
has been canned by all 
three networks. I epitomize 
longevity." 

Bom in Lansing, Michigan 
and raised in Florida, he 
wasan a ll-Southem Confer¬ 
ence running back at Flori¬ 
da State University in the 
1950s Reynolds appeared 
headed to the NFL until a 
knee injury and an auto¬ 
mobile accident ended his 
chances He dropped out 
of college and drifted to 
New York, where he worked 
asa dockhand, dance-hall 
bouncer, bodyguard and 
dish washer before return¬ 


ing to Florida in 1957 and 
enrolling in acting classes. 

In the 1960s he made doz¬ 
ens of guest-star appear¬ 
ances on such TV shows 
as "Bonanza," "The Twilight 
23ne" and "Perry Mason." 
His first film role came in 
196rs"AngelBaby,"and he 
followed it with numerous 
other mediocre movies, the 
kind, he liked to joke, that 
were shown in airplanes 
and prisons. 

He did become famous 
enough to make frequent 
appearances on 'The To¬ 
night Show," leading to his 
most cherished film role 
and to hisgreatestfolly. 

In the early 1970s, direc¬ 
tor John Boorman was im¬ 
pressed by how confidently 
Reynolds handled himself 
when subbing forCarson as 
host of 'The Tonight Show." 
Boorman thought he might 
be right for a film adapta¬ 
tion of J a mes Dickey's nov¬ 
el "Deliverance." 

Reynolds starred as Lewis 
Medlock, the intrepid lead- 


erof an ill-fated Whitewater 
canoe trip. When he and 
three other Atlanta busi¬ 
nessmen are ambushed 
by violent backwoodsmen, 
Reynolds must guide the 
group to safety. 
"Deliverance" was an Os¬ 
car nominee for best pic¬ 
ture and no film made him 
prouder. In his2015 memoir 
"But Enough About Me," he 
wrote that "Deliverance" 
would be his choice could 
he put one of his movies in 
a time capsule. 

"It proved I could act," he 
wrote. 

But soon after filming was 
completed, he made a de¬ 
cision he neverstopped re¬ 
gretting. While appearing 
on 'The Tonight Show" with 
Cosmopolitan editor Helen 
Gurley Brown, he agreed to 
her invitation, offered dur¬ 
ing a commercial break, to 
be the first male centerfold 
forhermagazine. 

"I was flattered and in¬ 
trigued," Reynolds wrote in 
his memoir. The April 1972 is¬ 


sue of Cosmopolitan quick¬ 
ly sold more than 1 million 
copies, but turned his life 
into a "carnival." The cen¬ 
terfold would appear on 
T-shirts, panties and other 
merchandise and Reynolds 
began receiving obscene 
fan mail. Reynolds' perfor¬ 
mance in "Deliverance" 
was snubbed by the movie 
academy. 

He did remain an A-list 
movie star, starring in such 
films as "Shamus," "The Best 
Little Whorehouse in Texas" 
and three popular'Smokey 
and the Bandit" comedies, 
with co-stars including Field 
and j ackie Gleason. 

In the 1980s, his career was 
nearly destroyed when 
false rumors surfaced that 
he was infected with the 
AIDS virus, in the height of 
hysteria over the disease. 
He had injured his jaw mak¬ 
ing the 1984 comedy 'City 
Heat" with Clint Eastwood. 
Barely able to eat, he lost 
50 pounds and suddenly 
looked emaciated. 

"For two years I couldn't 
get a job," he told the AP 
in 1990. "I had to take five 
physicals to get a job. I had 
to take the pictures that 
were offered to me. I did 
action pictures because 
I was trying to prove that I 
was well." 

He eventually regained his 
health, and in 1988 he mar¬ 
ried Anderson. 

But the couple divorced 
in 1995, and their breakup 
wasan embarrassing pub¬ 
lic spectacle, with the pair 
exchanging insults in print 
interviewsand on television 
shows. Reynoldsfinally paid 
her a $2 million settlement 
and a vacation home to 
settle the divorce. 

He rebounded once again, 
this time with the role of 
pom movie impresario J ack 
Homer in "Boogie Nights," 
which brought him some of 
his best reviews. 

He won a Golden Globe 
for best supporting actor 
and received an Oscar 
nomination. Convinced he 
would win, he was devas¬ 
tated when the Oscarwent 
to Robin Williams for'Good 
Willi Hunting." 

"I once said that I'd rather 
have a Heisman Trophy 
than an Oscar," he wrote in 
his memoir. "I lied.'Q 
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